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selves believe that everything is all
right when everything is all wrong.
Possibly these verses in Isaiah may
help us to see our problem and be
willing to turn back to doing God's
work His way instead of man's way.
"Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry

ye out, and cry: they arc drunken, but
not with wine; they stagger, but not
with strong drink. For the Lord hath
poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the
prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered. And the vision of all is be-
come unto you as the words of a book
that is sealed, which men deliver to one
that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray
thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is
sealed: and the book is delivered to
him that is not learned, saying, Read
this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not
learned. Wherefore the Lord said,
Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honour me, but have removed their
heart far from me, and their fear toward
me is taught by the precept of men."
Isaiah 29:9-13

Spiritual drunkenness has come
upon us as a people. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church is not Babylon and
never will be. The majority will go into
Babylon in the final shaking. See Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 136; vol. 8, 41

God will send His messengers to
His beloved church in this perilous
hour as He always has in the past. The
question is, Will the church listen now?
The prophet again gives us an impor-
tant message and a warning in this cri-
sis hour.

Jesus said many are called and few
are chosen. May God help us now to
prepare and help others to prepare for
the soon coming of Jesus. 0

heavenly universe when we refuse to
listen to His delegated messengers, and
instead listen to the agents of Satan,
who would draw the soul away from
Christ. So long as one does this, he can
find no hope or pardon, and he will fi-

lose all desire to be reconciled to
God." The Desire ofAges, 324-325

The situation in Micah's day may
well be considered as we approach the
perilous times in our beloved church
today.

"Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of
the house of Jacob, and princes of the
house of Israel, that abhor judgment,
and pervert all equity. They build up
Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with
iniquity. The heads thereof judge for re-
ward, and the priests thereof teach for
hire, and the prophets thereof divine
for money: yet will they lean upon the
Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among
us? none evil can come upon us. There-
fore shall Zion for your sake be plowed
as a field, and Jerusalem shall become
heaps, and the mountain of the house
as the high places of the forest." Micah
3:9-12

Do we still remember the fires at
Battle Creek? Our prophet makes it
very clear that those fires were from
God because of our refusal to follow
explicitly God's commands. Should we
not be trembling now in this perilous
hour? Probation must close very soon.
The world seems to see that we are
near the end. But the church, although
frantically trying to complete the
gospel commission, is running further
behind every day. There are more than
350,000 babies born every day. We in-
crease the world's population between
80 and 90 million every year. Our
hospitals are nearly bankrupt and our
publishing houses are in trouble. The
educational institutions are facing hor-
rendous problems. Drugs, alcohol, rock
music, and immorality among our
youth are reaching alarming propor-
tions. Nearly 71 percent of our pre-
cious youth are leaving us each year,
and yet we are trying to make our-

PAUL writing to Timothy nearly
two thousand years ago told us that

in the last days perilous times would
come upon the world and the church.
"This know also, that in the last

days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, un-
holy, without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God;
having a form of godliness, but deny-
ing the power thereof: from such turn
away." 2 Timothy 3:1-5

These times are perilous, even for
our beloved church, for we have come
to the experience in which we have a
form of godliness but not the power of
godliness. We have always wanted to
apply this verse to the other churches,
but not to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. What has happened to us? Has
not the church through the ages, when
it refused to follow the directions given
by God through His messengers and
prophets found itself in apostasy, for in-
stance as in Jeremiah and Ezekiel's
day? There is the sad story of Isaiah
and most of the major and minor proph-
ets who were mistreated by the
church-stoned, thrown into aban-
doned wells, and sawed in two. What
tragedy! Jesus wept over the church in
His day, for He knew His beloved
church had rejected Him and would
soon crucify Him.

"In rejecting Christ the Jewish
people committed the unpardonable
sin; and by refusing the invitation of
mercy, we may commit the same error.
We offer insult to the Prince ofJife, and
put Him to shame before the syn-
agogue of Satan and before the

2 Our Firm FOUl/dation October 1991



Table ofContents

It is the mission of Hope Inter-
national and the editors ofOur Firm
Foundation to clearly present Christ
and His truth. The days that yet
remain of this world are few, and
what we do we must do quickly. We
must boldly proclaim the historic
truths of Adventism that place us on
so firm a foundation in the midst of
this troubled world.-EoITORS

Vol. 6, No. 10

Articles

October 1991

We are accepting article-length (2200-3600 words) manuscripts for possible publica-
tion in Our Firm Foundation. We cannot give consideration to longer submissions.
Whenever possible, we ask that manuscripts be submitted either on 3112- or 5114-inch
floppy disk in IBM ASCII format or neatly typed, using dOUble-spacing. If you desire
notice ofa decision in regard to your article, please include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Address all correspondence to Editors, Our Firm Foundation, P.O. Box
940, Eatonville, WA 98328

It Is Not for You to Know the Times and the Seasons Ellen G. White 12
What is our duty as the day of Christ's return approaches?

Books of a New Order Ralph Larson 15
Beware of books that promote Adventist apostasy!

Authority in God's Church Vernon Sparks 20
How do we know who is in charge?

Departments

Is the Final Generation DiITerent?
The battleground that has split the church wide open

The Importance of Bible Study
"We have an anchor that keeps the soul"

Colin Standish 25

Ellen G. White 28

Bob Bresnahan 8

Marshall Grosboll 4

Bulletin Board ...........29. 2

.11

Editorial

Invitation to Writers

Fanaticism
What is our safeguard?

Sticks, Stones, and Words
All three can hurt

Line Upon Line

To SUaSCRlaE:

P.O. Box 148
Ransiora. Soulh Island
New aaland, 64-313-38908

P.O. Box 307
Rivcrslone. New Soulh Wales 2765
AUSTralia

Editor-Ron Spear
Associate Editors-Bob Brcsnahtm,
CL'lrk Floyd, PreSion Monterrey,
Vernon Sparks, Harvey Steck

Production Manager-Harvey Steck
Book Editor-Allen Craw
Typography-Jon Marihugh
Contributing Edilors-John Grosboll,
Ralph Larson, Colin Standish,
Russell Standish

Art Director-Bob Bresn.ahan
Art-Georgia Marihugh
Subscnber Services-Brenda Steck
Circulation-Lois McGaughey

Suggested donations for the annual subscrip-
tion are listed below. We have kept these as
low as possible; but if your finances cannot
meet Ihe requested donation, just send what-
ever you can. We wanllhis Irultcrial available
10 all, regardless of their person.11 finances. If
you wish to give a donation to assist in provid-
ing subscriptions (or those whose funds may
be limited, send your gift marked "Subscrip-
tion Assistance" 10 the address below. Your
donation is tax deduclible.

United Siaies U5$14.50
Canada $18.00 Canadian
Mexico USS21.2S
Overseas (surface mail) US$24.5O
Inquire for overseas air rales.

Hope International publiC3lions may be ob-
tained from the following sources:

Hope )nlernalionJl
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
USA (206) 832·6602
Monday-Thursday 9:00-5 :30
Friday 9:00-12:00 Pacific Time

Rl. I, Box 45
Falkland, B.C. VOE 1WO
Canada (604)379-2713

Old Reclory
Gazeley. New Markel
Suffolk CBS 8RB
England

Robinson, c/o P.O.
DmpbcU's Victoria 3451
Auslralia

Copyright © 1991
Hope International

October 1991 0111' Firm Foundation 3



FanaticismI N every age Satan has tried to
hinder revival and reformation

through fanaticism. And generally,
he has worked rather successfully.
Luther had to fight fanaticism on one
hand, and on the other he had to fight
apostasy and worldliness and the idea
that the church was God. Ellen White
warns in The Great Controversy, 396,
that this will also be our fight in the last
days: "The prince of evil contests every
inch of ground over which God's people
advance in their journey toward the
heavenly city. In all the history of the
church no reformation has been carried
forward without encountering serious
obstacles."

Do you believe that we are in need of a
reformation today? I believe that it is our
great need. And I believe it is happening.
But if it happens,Satan's great tacticwill be
to cause reformers to go into fanaticism.
That means that everyone is going to be
tempted with fanaticism. Satan is trying to
prevent people from effecting a reforma-
tion. If they are Baptist, he tries to prevent
them from receiving the three angels' mes-
sages, and he works to keep them off the
platform of those three angels. But if he
cannot succeed, and he sees that they are
going to become believers anyway, he
inunediately switches his tactic and tries to

force them into going beyond what God
says until they go into the area of fanati-
cism. That is always the tactic that Satan
has used. In Jesus' day, if he could not
make the people Sadducees, he made them
Pharisees. In a similar manner today Satan
is trying to cause people to come short of
the Lord's caI1ing.

It is like a mountain. God says some-
thing and we climb the mountain until we
reach what God says; ifwe keep going and
we go over the other side of the mountain,
that is fanaticism. Ellen White says that in
every reformation Satan has interposed
serious obstacles to prevent the reformation
from taking place. ''Thus it was in Paul's
day. Wherever the apostle raised up a
church, there were some who professed to
receive the faith, but who brought in here-
sies that, if received, would eventually
crowd out the love of the truth. Luther also
suffered great perplexity and distress from
the course of fanatical personswho claimed
that God had spoken directly through them,
and who therefore set their own ideas and
opinions above the testimony of the Scrip-
tures. Many who were lacking in faith and
experience, but who had considerable self-

IMarshall Grosboll I

sufficiency, and who loved to hear and
tell some new thing, were beguiled by
the pretensions of the new teachers.
They joined the agents of Satan in

their work of tearing down what God had
moved Luther to build up. And the Wes-
leys, and others who blessed the world by
their influence and their faith, encountered
at every step the wiles of Satan in pushing
overzealous, unbalanced, and unsanctified
ones into fanaticism of every grade." Ibid.

Is it possible to be overzealous in
religion? I do not know how you can be
overzeaIous for God, but there is a type of
unbalanced overzealousness. And Ellen
White speaks of people who were over-
zealous. In fact, Ellen White says that when
people become fanatical, they will die for
their faith. They think that they have a real
faith, and they believe that they are willing
to die for it. We find that this is happening
in every age, and it is also what is going to
happen today. "Every phase of fanaticism
and erroneous theories, c1ainting to be the
truth, will be brought in among the remnant
people of God. These will fill minds with
erroneous sentiments which have no part in
the truth for this time." SelectedMessages,

COlldensed from aile of Marshoil Grosboll's
camp meeting sermons atHope InJernational's
1991 campmeeting..
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We do not believe most of the fanatical ideas
that come along, but Satan has a thousand
different fanaticisms, and he has one just for
me. He has one that fits just my personality

book 2, 14. This prophecy from the servant
of the Lord tells us that "every phase of
fanaticism" will be brought in. If Ellen
White prophesied under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, I believe that we are going
to see it happen. Andwe should expect it to
happen, and prepare ourselves.
I find that we discard most fanaticism.

We do not believe most of the fanatical
ideas that come along, but Satan has a
thousand different forms of fanaticism,
and he has onejust for me. He has one that
just fits my personality. While one area of
fanaticism may not attract me, there may
be another that is just the way I see things.
Once we accept some fanatical views we
become spiritually blind just like the
physically blind person.

For years I have watched fanaticism
develop, and I tell you that we are living in
that day and age when Ellen White says
that we will see every phase of it. It seems
that everything that comes along, people
believe. It is like in the area of medicine.
There are two classes of people. There are
those who believe whatever the doctor
says. Those represent the ones who believe
whatever the church says. And then there is
the class who are disgusted with the medi-
cal profession, and they say: ''They are just
after money," as some people say: ''The
church is just after the tithe. They are just
after the money." And so they get disen-
chanted with the medical profession, and
come to the place where they will believe

anyone that is against it. All you have to do
is criticize the doctors, and the medical
profession. You can tell them to drink
lemonade because it will cure their cancer,
and theywill do it. Whatever you tell them,
they will do as long as you are against the
medical profession. They will read any
book, any article that is antimedical profes-
sion. They will accept anything. And that is
the way I am finding people in the church
today. There are those who are rooted and
grounded in the system.And there are those
who have become disillusioned with the
system and will believe anything that any-

one says that belittles the church. All you
have to do is say something critical about
the church, and they will say: ''lell me
more, I am your disciple." You can tell
them anything you want to say after that
because they will accept and believe it.

I would like to look over a few of the
prominent areas of fanaticism as ex-
amples, and examine how it begins in
some cases.

Christmas

A little over a year ago, during Onist-
mas, I was asked to speak at a little
conference church. I knew that most of the
people in that church were very conserva-
tive (that is why they asked me to preach),
and they did not believewhatsoever in such
pagan things as Christmas. Since it was
December 24, I decided that I wanted to
keep the peace (some people do not know
that, butllike to keep the peace if I can) and
decided \0 preach on something safe, like
love, or faith, or anything rather than Jesus'
birth. But the night before, wewere having
worship with our children, and we decided
to read everything that Ellen White says
about Christmas. We took the books and
thelnder, and lookedup everything that we
could find about Christmas.
The more we read the more uncom-

fortable I became, because she said a great
deal about Christmas. In fact, every year
for many, many years she wrote a Christ-

mas article in theReview andHerald. She
wrote about Christ's birth and shared that
December 25 is not necessarily the day on
which Jesus was born. We do not know
what day it was. She said Christmas has a
pagan origin. But she also said: "Would
we be so narrow-minded as to overlook
the birth of Christ just because the day
goes back to pagan origins?" She said:
"Let's not make it pagan, but let's try to
convert souls. Let's try to turn people's
minds toward Christ. Let's make it a
blessing to our children." We have used
Christmas every year to try to reach our

neighbors. We go over every Onistmas
with some little fruit basket or with a
Spirit of Prophecy book, and it is a time
when we can talk to them. We found that
she even said that God would be well
pleased if every church had a Christmas
tree during Christmas time. And then we
thought: ''This is getting pretty interest-
ing."

I could very well accept the fact that
Onistmas is an abomination, just as the
Jehovah's Witnesses say.... But here
Ellen White, the prophet of the Lord, says
that God would be well pleased if every
church had a Christmas tree. She also
talks about how we should uplift Onist
and Christ's birth at Christmas. So I
thought: "You know, there could be visi-
tors in this church. They could be coming
to an Adventist church at Christmas time,
and we do not talk about Onist and
Onist's birth? That is not where their
mind is. That is not where their focus is. I
could use this time of the year, as Ellen
White says, to uplift their minds and
hearts and to lead them to Christ."
And so I preached on Christmas, and

on Christ's birth. And some people were
very upset with me. They said: "I will
never come and hear you preach at Christ-
mas time again. You might preach about
Christmas. Just let me know where you
are going to be at Christmas time; wewill
not come there." And I said: "What do
you do about Ellen White's statements?"
And I read a few things, and it was very
easy for them to say: "She was wrong in
those areas." I heard solid, conservative
people say: "But she was wrong in those
areas." And I said: ''If she is wrong in
these areas, how do you know but that in
some other areas she is wrong also?"
Pretty soon you decide in what areas she
is right and what areas wrong. She is
wrong wherever she disagrees with me,
(they did not say this, of course) and she is
right wherever I agree with her. And so,
we become our own judge; we become
our own standard. I have noticed that
whenever Ellen White is "wrong" in one
area, eventually, she becomes wrong in
another area or two....

We are troubled by the idea of Onist-
mas' pagan origin, but we do not realize
that much of what we do every day has a
pagan origin also. In fact, this is the month
of July, andmost of us freely say that this is
July 19. Where does July come from? July
commemorates a pagan god, Julius Caesar.
He was worshiped. August comes from
Angustus Caesar. The whole calendar is
pagan. Ourwhole calendar comes from the
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I have noticed that whenever Ellen White is
"wrong" in one area, eventually, she becomes
wrong in another area or two. Have you ever
noticed that?

Julian calendar, modified by PopeGregory.
Every time we mention a month we are
talking about a pagan god. How about the
days of the week? Monday, Tuesday, Wed-
nesday, Thursday, these are all from the
names of pagan gods, every one of them.

The day starts and ends, midnight to
midnight. Where does that come from?
When did God say that the day should start
and end? Is not that interesting that we
follow paganism and we do not follow the
Bible? But it is interesting that in the Bible,
whenever the Bible writers were in foreign
countries like Babylon or Egypt, they fol-
lowed the people's dating system and their
time reckoning except when it came to
religious services. So we have followed the
same principle. When it comes to keeping
the Sabbath, do we keep a pagan time
system or God's time system? We follow
God's time system. But when it comes to
writing a check and we are down at the
bank or some other place at eleven o'clock
at night, and we are making a legal transac-
tion at that time, do we follow God's
system or the pagan system? It is the same
principle as when Jesus said: "Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to
God the things that are God's." Mark
12:17. We do that and we have a clear
conscience about that.

There are SO many areas of pagan
encroachment into life that we need a
divine guide to help us knowwhere to draw
the tine. We need a divine guide, and that is
what Jesus was when He was here and
some peeple asked: '1s it wrong to pay
taxes to Caesar? The money is going to
support these terrible war causes. It is going
to kill peeple, and they are using the money
to even slaughter our own peeple." They
quoted scripture that we are not to be
citizens of this world; we are to be citizens
of heaven, and we need to be not of this
world ... and SO on. Dowe pay taxes? And
Jesus made it very plain: "Yes, you pay to
Caesar what is his, and you pay God what
is His. Do not worry about this." And so we
have a divine guide to help differentiate
truth from error and fanaticism from fol-
lowing the Lord. We need a divine guide
today, also. And I am thankful that we have
one. The Lord has helped us to keep from
becoming fanatics, and He has helped us to
follow Him all the way without going
beyondwhat God wants us to do.

I have noticed what happens once
someone decides that the Spirit of Proph-
ecy is not inspired in a particular area.
Christmas does not affect basic religious
practices during most of the year. It is just a
little, tiny crack in the log with a splitting

wedge. But once the devil gets a crack in
the log, he does not stop there. He continues
to hit that maul until there is a complete
split. I followed what happened to these
people who believed we should not recog-
nize Christmas. Very soon I noticed that
they were in the area of the reinterpretation
of prophecy.

I was reading the other day in Evan-
gelism, 199, that Ellen White says that one
of the ways that Satan is going to try to
keep people from being ready for Jesus to
come is to get them talking much about
new interpretations of prophecy that are

contrary to that which God has already
made plain.

Feast Days

Before long they were keeping the
Jewish feast days. [ thought: ''There are
only two or three people that are keeping
the feast days." But I was surprised. There
are Adventists keeping the Passover, the
Day of Atonement and so on. I found that
these groups of peeple are all over the
United States, Europe and other places.
They are even having camp meetings now
where they celebrate the feast days. And
they are growing in their faith step by step.
They believe that they are becoming ready
for the 144,000.1 was surprised.
Ofcourse, Ellen White did not keep the

feast days, nor did our pioneers, but these
peeple have a faith that has gone beyond
our pioneers' faith. It has gone beyond the
prophets of the Lord. They have various
arguments. They say: "Not all of the anti-
type symbols were fulfilled when Jesus
died." Is that true or not? Yes it is true. They
say that we must continue to keep each
symbol until it is fulfilled. I do not know
why they chose the Passover. That one was
fulfilled when Jesus died. The Day of
Atonement I can see. That one is still in the
process of being fulfilled until after the
millenium. But that was Paul's contention
in the book of Galatians. And in Galatians
3:19 (all texts are from the NKJV) he says:

''What purpose then does the law serve? It
was added because of transgressions."
Now, some people use this to talk about the
seventh-day Sabbath. Let me ask you, Was
the seventh-day Sabbath added because of
transgression? It was here before sin came
along....

What purpose then does the law
serve? It was added because of transgres-
sions, but it was added until when? Until
everything was fulfilled? No. It was
added "until/he seedshouldcome." Itwas
not added until everything was fulfilled.
The new covenant began when Jesus

died, and the curtain was torn from top to
bottom. Then we began the new covenant
with a heavenly sanctuary, and a heavenly
priesthood, and we began to keep the real
Day of Atonement, when it came, and the
real ceremonies instead of the typical.

Paul continues this argument in
Galatians 4:21. He speaks of the laws
given from Sinai as being like Hagar and
Ishmael, and the new covenant, repre-
sented by the new Jerusalem, being like
Sarah and Isaac. Hagar was intended to be
the midwife to bring about the child of
promise. Paul said in Galatians 3:24 that
these laws were "our tutor to bring us to
Christ." They were our school master.
And that is what Hagar was intended to
be, a midwife to help bring about the child
of promise. She was never intended to be
the mother of the child. And there came a
time when she had to be told to take her
son and go, because she was interfering
with the true child of the promise. So it is
that Paul says that these services were
never intended to be the mother of salva-
tion. They were only intended to lead us to
Christ-the true Covenant-in whom we
can find salvation. The old covenant had
to go, just as Hagar and her son had to go.

Paul says in Galatians 4:29: "But, as
he who was born according to the flesh
then persecuted him who was born ac-
cording to the Spirit, even SO it is now [in
Galatia]." By the way, how did Ishmael
persecute Isaac? Did he throw stones at
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Another area of fanaticism that Ellen White
had to encounter time and time again was the
area of false visions and false prophecies. This,
again, we are finding coming back into the
church today

him? No. He mocked him. He thought
that he was superior to Isaac. That is the
only persecution that Paul is talking about
here. He says: "TIlis is the way it is now."
Those people that have gone back to the
Jewish ceremonies believe that they are
superior to the rest of the church. And
what did Paul say that the church should
do? Notice in verse 30: "Cast out the
bondwoman and her son, for the son of
the bondwoman shall not be heir with the
son of the freewoman." Now he is talking
about disfellowshiping here. Disfellow-
shiping those who are agitating the feast
days, agitating these Jewish ceremonies.
Look at Galatians 4:9-11 to make sure
that we understand what he is encompass-
ing here: "But now after you have known
God, or rather are known by God, how is
it that you turn again to the weak and
beggarly elements, to which you desire
again to be in bondage? You observe days
and months and seasons and years."
[These were jubilee years. These were the
various seasons. These were all the
Jewish ceremonies.] "I am afraid for you,
lest I have labored for you in vain." So,
these people were bringing back in the
Jewish ceremonies. They were bringing
circumcision back in, and all the things
associated with the Jewish system.

Then Paul says in Galatians 5:2:
"Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you
become circumcised, Christ will profit
you nothing." We need to rightly divide
the Word of truth. Paul took runothy and
circumcised him. Why? So tbat he could
go and minister to the Jews. It had no
spiritual significance whatsoever. But he
said: "Ifyou Galatians who are pagan, and
have no reason to be circumcised, become
circumcised because you think that this
still has religious significance, you have
denied Christ, and He is nothing to you."
He says in verse three: "And I testify
again to every man who becomes circum-
cised that he is a debtor to keep the whole
law." What does that mean? That means
the animal sacrifices. If a person begins to
keep the Passover or the Day of Atone-
ment, he is obliged to begin to kill animals
again. There is no other way to keep the
Passover or the Day of Atonement or any
of these other ceremonies. They are ob-
liged to keep the whole ceremonial law,
Paul says, including the ceremony of
sacrificing. "You have become estranged
from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from
grace." Galatians 5:4.1 would say that this
departure from the Bible is rather impor-
tant. We ought to steer a hundred percent

away from it, and yet I fmd people falling
for this.

False Visions

Another area of fanaticism that Ellen
White had to encounter time and time
again was the area of false visions and
false prophecies. This, again, we are find-
ing coming back into the church today. I
was looking through my mail one day,
and in one mailing I found letters from
three prophets or their followers. One
from 'Mlshington, one from Oregon, and
one from France. At a camp meeting two
years ago we had a prophet from lexas.
He had a beard, which is all right; but he
believed that it was wrong to shave. He
also believed that no one who cut the

corners of his beard should receive the
tithe. So he was the only one who had the
right to receive the tithe.

I believe that we are going to see
more and more false prophets before
Jesus comes. Ellen White encountered
them all the time during her ministry.

Look with me at the faIse prophets'
favorite text, Joel 2:28-29: "And it shall
come to pass afterward that I will pour out
My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions; and also on My menservants
and on My maidservants Iwill pour out My
Spirit in those days." As you can see hcre,
God says that He is going to pour out His
Spirit and give dreams and visions not just
to one, namcly Ellen White, but to many,
both men and women. Ifwe think that Ellen
White is the only prophet, then what do you
do about this text? Obviously, there are
going to be many more than Ellen White,
"and I am one of them." I have found that
Joel 2:28 is the foundation text for most
people who claim to be prophets in the
Adventist Church in the last days. I believe
that it has becn misused.

Let me ask you first of all, What
position, as far as position of importance

and position of ranking, did the gift of
prophecy have in the New Thstament
church? Look at 1 Corinthians 12:28:
"And God has appointed these in the
church: first apostles, second prophets."
He enumerates them one and two. Proph-
ets arc number two. Now, the word apos-
rle is a New lestament term, mostly used
by Paul after Jesus died. Nevertheless, this
principle of prophets being number two is
a biblical principle. There was always a
gift greater than that of a prophet. Look at
Jesus' ministry and Jesus' teaching in
Manhew 11. Here we have a man that
people are going out to sec, and Jesus says
in verse nine: "But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and
morc than a prophet." Here was a man
who had a gift that was greater than that of

being a prophet. Prophet was number two;
he was more than a prophet. And what did
Jesus say in verse eleven? "Assuredly, I
say to you, among those born of women
there has not risen one greater than John
the Baptist." He had the greatest gift, a gift
that was greater than that of prophecy.

In the Old Testament there were
various people who had gifts greater
than that of prophecy. In the New Testa-
ment we had many, many prophets but
only a few apostles. In the church of
Antioch in Syria, there were around five
prophets. They did not have a worldwide
message. They might have a dream or
vision for a local situation or a local
person or a vision to help and direct in
soul-winning work; but they did not
have a message for the whole church as
Paul did. Philip had four daughters who
were all prophets. Acts 21. We read of
prophets all through the New lestament,
but only a few apostles. Throughout the
Bible we have had prophets, and only a
few people that were greater than a
prophet, such as Elijah and Moses.

We also have a very interesting account
in Numbers 12, one of the most interesting
in the Bible. Here we have two prophets,

Continued on 30
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Sticks, Stones,
and

THE neighborhood bully had just
called me several names ridiculing

my size (I was short) and my intel-
ligence. And to make matters worse, he
called me those names in front of many
of my friends. In response I angrily
shouted back at the top of my voice,
"Sticks and stones may break my bones,
but words will never hurt me." Then I
quickly brushed aside a tear that was
threatening to give the lie to my profes-
sion.

That incident happened many years
ago, and we chuckle now at some of our
childhood rnishaps. Nevertheless, at the
time those words hurt and hurt deeply.

Not long ago my younger daughter
came into my art studio bubbling with
enthusiasm. "Daddy," she said happily,
"I have something I want to show you!"
I felt pressed for time. I had a deadline to
meet, and so without even bothering to
look up from my easel, I said sharply,
"Not now, I'm too busy," Instantly I
regretted uttering those impatient words,

and turned to my daughter just in time to
see her happy, srniling face suddenly
change to stunned disbelief, then to sad-
ness. Our eyes met for only a split
second, but I will never forget the look
of hurt I saw there. It was one of those
moments when time seems to stand still,
and I wanted to turn back the clock, to
see her smiling again. She quickly
turned to leave the room, dropping a
piece of paper as she left. As I looked at
what my daughter had wanted to show
me, I felt deeply ashamed. She had
drawn a picture, especially for me, ob-
viously putting much time and effort
into it, and under the picture she had
written in large leiters, It I love you very
much, Daddy. »

My harsh words had turned what
could have been a wonderful exchange
of love and thankfulness between father
and daughter into a heartbreaking ex-
perience filled with sadness, shame, and
remorse. With a heavy heart, I went and
apologized to her. I assured her that I

Bob Bresnahan

loved her very much, and that I really
appreciated the time, and thoughtful-
ness, that she had put into her special gift
for me.

I was freely forgiven, and soon a
wonderful smile returned to her face as
we hugged one another. But oh, how
much better it would have been if the
impatient words had never been spokcnl

I also needed to ask my heavenly
Father to forgive me for lying against the
truth.
"What is lying against the truth?-It

is claiming to believe the truth while the
spirit, the words, the deportment, repre-
sent not Christ but Satan. Th surmise
evil, to be impatient and unforgiving, is
lying against the truth; but love, patience,
and long forbearance are in accordance
with the principles of truth. Truth is ever
pure, ever kind, breathing a heavenly
fragrance unmingled with selfishness."
Review and Herald, vol. 3,237

I wonder whether we realize, as fully
as we should, the importance of our

We regret our misunderstandingofthe conditions agreedupon by the author 0/"Baby Boomers, Celebration Churches, andMoral Leadership, ..
as to how the material in his paper could be used in Our Firm Foundation. Since we became aware ofthis misunderstanding after tile September
issue ofOur Finn Foundation was mailed out, we IIave withheld tile second IIalfof tile article by request of the autllor.-EOITORS
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We may be defenders of historic Adventism,
and yet if our tongues are not bridled and
under the control of the Spirit of God, we are
not prepared to be among the 144,000

words? Not only the words themselves,
but also the attitude and manner in
which they are spoken? The talent of
speech ranks with the highest of gifts
and as such we have a solemn responsi-
bility to use it to the glory of our
heavenly Father.
"But as he which hath called you is

holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation." 1 Peter 1:15

"Where the heart is purified and
refined, and made fit for the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, the tongue will be
sanctified to the glory of God.... Guard
your tongue. Let not your tongue run at
random in jesting and joking. These are
signs that your heart needs to be
cleansed from its defilement. . Our
words index the state of our heart; and
whether men talk much or little, their
words express the character of their
thoughts. A man's character may be
quite accurately estimated by the nature
of his conversation.... Educate your-
self to carry a pleasant countenance, and
bring all the sweetness and melody
possible into your voice.... Kind,
tender, compassionate words will flow
from sanctified hearts and lips." Sons
and Daughters ofGod, 180

Dear reader, do you believe that
through the power of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ you can overcome
every sin? I pray that you do. The Bible
and the Spirit of Prophecy are full of
promises that if we submit our lives to
Jesus, He will grant us the power to
overcome any and every sin.

Many of us, at the beginning of our
Christian walk, needed to overcome in-
jurious and vile habits-smoking, drink-
ing, drugs, foul language, and so on. I
had those bad habits and more besides,
but as I was willing to follow my
Saviour step by step, one after another of
those defiling habits was broken from
my life. I experienced the joy of testify-
ing to my wife, family, and friends of the
wonderful power of God.

We have all been inspired by dra-
matic testimonies of God's power to
save from even the most debasing of
sins; but, friend, perhaps you have dis-
covered as I have that the so-called "big
sins" may, in some respects, actually be
easier to conquer than the "one little
member" -the tongue.

We read in James 3:2, "For in many
things we offend all. If any man offend
not in word, the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body."
Isn't that a remarkable statement? We

may know all the doctrines of the
church. We may be indignant concern-
ing the apostasy all around us (and,
brothers and sisters, we are certainly in
a sad situation). We may be defenders
of historic Adventism, and yet if our
tongues are not bridled and under the
control of the Spirit of God, we are not
prepared to be among the 144,000. In
order to stand in the sight of a holy God
without a mediator, we must have per-
fect control over our own spirit.
"I have been shown that we have a

great work before us to search our own
hearts, and watch ourselves with jealous
care. We should learn wherein we fail,
and then guard ourselves upon that
point. We must have perfect control
over our own spirit. 'If any man offend
not in word, the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body.'
James 3:2. The light that shines upon
our path, the truth that commends itself
to our consciences, will condemn and
destroy the soul, or sanctify and trans-
form it. We arc living too near the close
of probation to be content with a
ficial work. The same grace which we
have hitherto considered sufficient will
not sustain us now. Our faith must be
increased, and we must become more
like Christ in conduct and disposition in
order to endure, and successfully resist,

the temptations of Satan. The grace of
God is sufficient for every follower of
Christ." Testimonies, vol. 1, 308

Power to Bridle the Tongue

We are told that although mankind
has been able to tame every kind of
beast, he cannot tame his own tongue.
"But the tongue can no man tanne; it is
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison."
James 3:8. And yet the tongue must be
tamed and sanctified. Thank God for
Jesus, our strength and our example.

"Through the help that Christ can
give, we shall be able to learn to bridle

the tongue. Sorely as He was tried on
the point of hasty and angry speech, He
never once sinned with His lips. With
patient calmness He met the sneers, the
taunts, and the ridicule of His fellow
workers at the carpenter's bench. In-
stead of retorting angrily, He would
begin to sing one of David's beautiful
psalms; and His eompanions, before
realizing what they were doing, would
unite with Him in the hymn. What a
transformation would be wrought in
this world if men and women today
would follow Christ's example in the
usc of words!" Review QlIdHerald, vol.
5,44

Sorely was Jesus tried on the point
of hasty and angry speeeh. He was
ridieuled and taunted not only by His
fellow workers but also by His own
family, and even by strangers. Friends, I
doubt that any of us has been tried as
strongly as Jesus was on the point of
hasty, impatient speech. He was always
self-eontrolled under any and every cir-
cumstance. Wouldn't you desire to be
like Him? Even if someone were to
approach you and shout some false ae-
cusation right in your face, wouldn't
you like to respond with calmness and
dignity? We ean and should respond to
all life's circumstances the way Jesus
would.

"Jesus revealed no qualities, and ex·
ercised no powers, that men may not
have through faith in Him. His perfeet
humanity is that which all His followers
may possess, if they will be in subjection
to God as He was." The Desire ofAges,
664

Never an Exeuse for Hasty, Impatient
Speeeh

"In the use of language there is
perhaps no error that old and young are
more ready to pass over lightly in them-
selves than hasty, speech.
They think it is a sufficient excuse to
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With care avoid every appearance of anger;
and though you use plainness of speech, let
there be no reproach, no railing accusation, no
token of warmth but that of earnest love

plead, 'I was off my guard, and did not
really mean what I said.' But God's
Word does not treat it lightly. The Scrip-
ture says: 'Seest thou a man that is hasty
in his words? there is more hope of a
fool than of him.' Proverbs 29:20. 'He
that hath no rule over his own spirit is
like a city that is broken down, and
without walls.' Proverbs 25:28." Educa-
tion, 236

With just a few short, impatient
words, I effectively crushed out the hap-
piness in my daughter's heart. For-
tunately, I was able to reconcile with
her, but we might never know how
deeply a hasty, angry word will affect
someone, perhaps even for the rest of his
or her life.

"Behold, how great a matter a little
fire kindleth!" James 3:5

Nothing can destroy the peace and
harmony of the family, the church, or an
institution, faster than unruly tongues.
Sometimes what starts out as a very
small problem is fanned into a huge,
almost uncontrollable problem because
someone did not bridle his tongue.
"A house divided against itself can-

not stand. When Christians contend,
Satan comes in to take control. How
often has he succeeded in destroying the
peace and harmony of churches! What
fierce controversies, what bitterness,
what hatred, has a very little matter
started! What hopes have been blasted,
how many families have been rent
asunder by discord and contention!
"Paul charged his brethren to beware

lest in trying to correct the faults of
others they should commit sins equally
great themselves. He warns them that
hatred, emulation, wrath, strife, sedi-
tions, heresies, and envyings are as truly
the works of the flesh as are lascivious-
ness, adultery, drunkenness, and murder,
and will as surely close the gate of
heaven against the guilty." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 244

"Some think it is a virtue to be
unrestrained, and they will speak in
praise of their outspoken habit of talk-
ing out disagreeable things which are in
the heart. They let an angry spirit ex-
haust itself in a torrent of reproach and
faultfinding. The more they talk, the
more excited they become, and Satan
stands by to help on the work, for it
suits him. The words irritate the one to
whom they are spoken, and they will be
thrown back, giving provocation for
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still harder words, until a little mattcr
has blazed into a great name." Ibid.,
vol. 4, 243
Let us search QUI hearts to see

whether we have fallen into any of the
types of unruly tongues listed below.

"It pains me to say that there are
unruly tongues among church members.
There are false tongues that feed on
mischief. There are sly, whispering
tongues. There is tattling, impertinent
meddling, adroit quizzing. Among the
lovers of gossip some are actuated by
curiosity, others by jealousy, many by

hatred against those through whom God
has spoken to reprove them. All these
discordant elements are at work. Some
conceal their real sentiments, while
others are eager to pUblish all they
know, or even suspect, of evil against
anotheL" Ibid., vol. 5,94

In our association with one another
we may see someone doing wrong to his
own hurt. How many misunderstandings
could be avoided if only we would
follow the counsel given below!
"Sister F, if you are grieved because

your neighbors or friends are doing
wrong to their own hurt, if they are
overtaken in fault, follow the Bible rule.
'Tell him his fault between thee and him
alone.' As you go to the one you suppose
to he in error, see that you speak in a
meek and lowly spirit; for the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of
God. The erring can be restored in no
other way than in the spirit of meekness,
gentleness, and tender love. Be careful
in your manner. Avoid anything in look
or gesture, word or tone, that savors of
pride or self-sufficiency. Guard yourself
against a word or look that would exalt
yourself, or place your goodness and
righteousness in contrast with their fail-
ings. Beware of the most distant ap-
proach to disdain, overbearing, or con-
tempt. With care every appearance
of anger; and though you use plainness
of speech, let there be no reproach, no

railing accusation, no token of warmth
but that of earnest love. Above all, let
there be no shadow of hate or ill will, no
bitterness or sourness of expression.
Nothing but kindness and gentleness can
flow from a heart of love. Yet aU these
precious fruits need not hinder you from
speaking in the most serious, solemn
manner, as though angels were directing
their eyes upon you, and you were acting
in reference to the coming judgment.
Bear in mind that the success of reproof
depends greatly upon the spirit in which
it is given." Ibid., vol. 2, 52-53

The Right Kind of Sensitiveness

While we are to be sensitive con-
cerning the words we use and the man-
ner in which we use them, being espe-
cially careful not to hurt someone, we
should not be oversensitive and easily
offended by what others might say to us,
or about us.
"You have repeatedly said: 'I can't

keep my temper. I have to speak.' You
lack a meek, humble spirit. Self is all
alive, and you stand guard continually to
preserve it from mortification or insult.
Says the apostle: 'For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God.'
Those who are dead to self will not feel
so readily and will not be prepared to
resist everylhing which may irritate.
Dead men cannot feel. You are not dead.
If you were, and your life were hid in
Christ, a thousand things which you now
notice, and which afflict you, would be
passed by as unworthy of notice; you
would then be grasping the eternal and
would be above the pelly trials of this
life." Ibid., 425
"Those who criticize and condemn

one another are breaking God's com-
mandments, and are an offense to Him.
They neither love God nor their fellow
beings. Brethren and sisters, let us clear
away the rubbish of criticism and suspi-
cion and complaint, and do not wear
your nerves on the outside. Some arc so



sensitive that they cannot be reasoned
with, Be very sensitive in regard to what
it means to keep the law of God, and in
regard to whether you are keeping or
breaking the law, It is this that God
wants us to be sensitive about." The
Seventh-dily Advemist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 937

Dear friend, probation is soon to
close; soon the judgment of the living
will commence, Are you ready for Jesus
to come? I ask myself that question, I
know through experience how easy it is
to let the tongue go unbridled, but I also
know that the tongue can be tamed
through the power of God, We need to
ask ourselves some straightforward
questions, and we need to be completely
honest with our answers, for no one will
stand through the troublesome times just
ahead unless he has perfect control over
his own spirit.

"My brethren and sisters, how are
you employing the gift of speech? Have
you learned so to control the tongue that
it shall ever obey the dictates of an
enlightened conscience and holy affec-
tions? Is your conversation free from
levity, pride and malice, deceit and im-
purity? Are you without guile before
God? Words exert a telling power. Satan
will, if possible, keep the tongue active
in his service. Of ourselves we cannot
control the unruly member. Divine grace
is our only hope." Testimonies, vol. 5,
175
"When tempted to give loose rein 10

the unruly member, oh! bear in mind
that the recording angel is noting every
word, All are written in the book, and,
unless washed away by the blood of
Christ, you must meet them again, You
now have a spotted record in heaven,
Sincere repentance before God will be

acccpted, When about to speak
passionately, close your mouth, Don't
utter a word, Pray before you speak, and
heavenly angels will come to your as-
sistance and drive back the evil angels,
who would lead you to dishonor God,
reproach His cause, and weaken your
own soul." Ibid" vol. 2, 82

In our zeal to defend the honor of
God-in our heartfelt efforts to hold
high the standard of the Most High-in
crying aloud and sparing not-we usc
words, words that can be a savor of life
unto life, or of death unto death, How is
it with your words, dear friend?

Sticks, stones and words-all three
can hurt. Please, brothers and sisters, let
us be sure that our "little member" is
under the control of Jesus, our Lord and
Saviour. 0

Q!Ipon tein1' t!ltpon tein1' irintt!lponirint
The most profitable meetings for spiritual advancement are those whicb are characterized with solemnity and deep searching
of heart. Testimonies, vol. 1,412

Let cbildren be sbown that true reverence is revealed by obedience. God bas commanded nothing tbat is unessential, and there
is no otber way of manifesting reverence so pleasing to Him as by obedience to tbat wbicb He bas spoken. Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, andStudents, 111

To become a toiler, to continue patiently in well·doing wbich calls for self·denying labor, is a glorious work, which Heaven
smiles upon. Faithful work is more acceptable to God than the most zealous and tbought-to-be boliest worsbip. It is working
togetber with Cbrist tbat is true worsbip. Prayers, exhortation, and talk are cbeap fruits, wbicb are frequently tied on.
Testimonies, vol. 2, 24

Overwork sometimes causes a loss of self-control. But the Lord never compels hurried, complicated movements. Many gather
to themselves burdens that the merciful heavenly Fatber did not place on tbem. Duties He never designed them to perform
cbase one another wildly. God desires us to realize that we do not glorify His name when we take so many burdens that we are
overtaxed, and, becoming beart·weary and brain-weary, cbafe and fret and scold.Messages to Young People, 135

Tbose of sedentary and literary babits sbould take pbysical exercise, even if they have no need to labor so far as means are
concerned.... Moral, intellectual, and pbysical culture should be combined in order to have well.developed, well-balanced men
and women. Cowlsels on Health, 181

God expects personal service from everyone to wbom He has entrusted a knowledge of the trutb for tbis time. Not all can go as
missionaries to foreign lands, but all can be home missionaries in their families and neighborhoods. Testimonies, vol. 9, 30

Tbere are two ways to deal with children-ways that differ widely in principle and results. Faitbfulness and love, united with
wisdom and firmness, in accordance with the teachings of God's Word, will bring bappiness in tbis life and in the next. Neglect
of duty, injudicious indulgence, failure to restrain or correct the follies of youth, will result in unbappiness and final ruin to the
children and disappointment and anguisb to tbe parents. Child Guidance, 258

I wish to say to every father and mother, If you bave a hasty temper, seek God for help to overcome it. When you are provoked
to impatience, go to your cbamber, and kneel down and ask God to help you tbat you may have a right inlIuence over your
ebildren.lbid,,267
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BRETHREN and sisters, wilh Ihe

increased light thaI has shone upon
you at this meeting, will you go home 10
be more faithful in your Christian life?
Meetings have been held every day 10
instruct your children as 10 how to give
their hearts to Jesus, how to live in a
manner thaI will be acceplable 10 God.
They have been instructed thaI if they
repent of their sins, Jesus will forgive
Ihem, and cleanse them from all unright-
eousness. Who will carry forward Ihe
good work thaI has been begun? Day by
day these children need instruction as to
how 10 follow the Lord. Will you pray
for them and teach them, and lead them
in the way of righteousness? Will you
teach your little ones of the love of God
which led Him to give His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him
should not perish, but have everlasling
life?

Those who would be successful in
winning souls to Christ, must carry with
them the divine influence of Ihe Holy
Spirit. But how litlle is known concern-
ing the opcration of the Spirit of God.
How litlle has bcen said of the impor-
tance of being endowed by the Holy
Spirit, and yet it is Ihrough the agency of
the Holy Spirit that men are to be drawn
to Christ, and through His power alone

can the soul be made pure. The Saviour
said: "And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of right-
eousness, and of judgment." John 16:8

Christ has prontised the gift of the
Holy Spirit to His church, but how little is
this promise appreciated. How seldom is
His power felt in Ihe church; how litlle is
His power spoken of before the people.
The Saviour has said: "Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me." Acts 1:8. With the reception of this
gift, all other gifts would be ours; for we
are to have lhis gift according to the
plenitude of the riches of the grace of
Christ, and He is ready to supply every
soul according to the capacity 10 receive.
Then let us not be satisfied with only a
little of lhis blessing, only that amount
which will keep us from the slumber of
death, bUI let us diligenlly seek for Ihe
abundance of the grace of God.

God grant that His converting power
may be felt throughout Ihis large as-
sembly. Oh, Ihat the power of God may
rest upon the people. Whal we need is
daily piety. We need to search the Scrip-
tures daily, to pray earneslly that by the
power of the Holy Spirit God may fit
every one of us up to work in our place
in His vineyard. No one is prepared to

educate and strcngthcn thc church unless
he has received the gift of the Holy
Spirit. No minister is prepared to labor
intelligently for the salvation of souls,
unless he is endowed by the Holy Spirit,
unless he is feeding on Christ, and has an
intense hatred of sin. There are some
who are regarded as laborers together
with God, who have no connection with
God, and are sinning against Him. They
are not led by Christ; another is their
captain. They do not wait upon the Lord,
and renew their strength in Christ; they
have no burden for souls. What kind of
accounl will these false shepherds have
to meet in the judgment? What will Ihey
have to say to justify their inefficient,
unconsecrated lives? What excuse can
they render to the God of heaven? Was
there not a sufficient sacrifice made in
their behalf, that they might become
parlakers of Ihe divine nature, and
escape the corruptiOns that are in the
world through lust? We are to make
intelligenl work for eternity. This is the
object for which we should labor.

I have no specific time of which to
speak when the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit will take place-when the ntighty
angel will come down from heaven, and
unite with the third angel in closing up the
work for this world; my message is that

Ellen G. White
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I ask, What would be your condition if Christ
should leave the holy place today, and
probation should close, and Christ should
come? That time is soon to come, though we
know not the day or the hour

our only safety is in being ready for the
heavenly refreshing, having our lamps
trimmed and burning. Christ has told us to
watch; "for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh." Matthew 24:44.
"Watch and pray" is the charge that is
given US by our Redeemer. Day by day we
are to seek the enlightenment of the Spirit
of God, that He may do His office work
upon the soul and character. Oh, how
much time has been wasted through
giving attention to trifling tbings. Repent
and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord.

We now call upon you to give your-
selves to the service of God. Tho long
have you given your powers to the service
of Satan, and have been slaves to his will.
God calis upon you to behold the glory of
His character, that by beholding, you may
become changed into His image. There
are many who have not an experimental
knowledge of God or of the Lord Jesus
Christ, whom He hath sent. Christ came
into the world because men did not have a
correct knowledge of the character of
God, and He came to reveal the Father. He
said: "Neither knoweth any man the
Father, but the Son, and he to whom-
soever the Son will reveal him." Matthew
11:27. Jesus came to reveal to the world
the love and goodness of God.

It was thought that Solomon knew
God. In a dream the Lord appeared unto
Solomon, and said unto him: "Ask what I
shall give thee." And Solomon said:
"Give therefore thy servant an under-
standing heart to judge thy people, that I
may discern between good and bad: for
who is able to judge this thy so great a
people?" 1 Kings 3:5, 9. And the Lord
gave Solomon wisdom and riches and
power and influence, and Solomon served
the Lord for a time. AI the dedication of
the temple, Solomon prayed unto the
Lord, and blessed the people, saying,
"Blessed be the LoRD, that hath given rest
unto his people [srael, according to all that
he promised: there hath not failed one
word of all his good promise, which he
promised by the hand of Moses his ser-
vant. The LoRD our God bewith us, as he
was with our fathers: let him not leave us,
nor forsake us: that he may incline our
hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways,
and to keep his commandments, and his
statutes, and his judgments, which he
commanded our fathers. And Jet these my
words, wherewith I have made supplica-
tion before the LoRD, be nigh unto the
LoRD our God day and night, that he

maintain the cause of his servant, and the
cause of His people Israel at all times, as
the matter shall require: that all the people
of the earth may know that the LoRD is
God, and that there is none else." 1 Kings
8:56-{)()

But although Solomon had had great
light, he became lifted up in himself, and
imagined that he was wise enough to keep
himself, so he separated from God. Then
he made alliances with the heathen na-
tions around him, and married idolatrous
women, and bowed at pagan sbrines, and
worshiped after the manner of the
heathen.

He forgot the benefits that God had
bestowed upon him; he forsook the
sacred temple of the Lord, but he after-
wards repented, and turned from his evil
ways. But did Solomon know God when
he was doing according to the ways of
idolators?-No; he had forgotten the
rich experience of his youth and the
prayers he had made in the temple.

The me Witness speaks to us today,
and says, "I have somewhat against thee,
because thou hast left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works;
or else [will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent." Revelation
2:4-5. The Lord wants you to set things in
order in your families, and to come back
to your first love. He says, "Except thou

repent, I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place." The candlestick was removed out
of its place when Solomon forgot God. He
lost the light ofGod, he lost the wisdom of
God, he confounded idolatry with re-
ligion. The Saviour declares, uYe cannot
serve God and mammon" (Matthew
6:24), and everyone of you who persists
in sinning against God when you have had
such great light, will be lost, "except thou
repent." Do you imagine that you can give
the third angel'S message to the world
while you arc still carnal and corrupt,

while your characters arc still sinful? "No
man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an
old garment, for that which is put in to fill
it up taketh fTOm the garment, and the rent
is made worse." Matthew 9:16. Unless
your hearts are emptied of sin every day,
unless you are sanctified through the
truth, you would better not touch the
message of God. You cannot cleanse
yourselves, but by coming to Jesus in
humility, in contrition, surrendering your-
selves to God, through the merits of
Christ's righteousness you may have an
experience in the things of God, and taste
of the powers of the world to come. You
then will have fruit unto life eternal. .

Christ says, "If ye keep my com-
mandments, yc shall abide in my love."
John 15:10. "Oh," you may say, "I do
keep the commandments." Do you? Saul
came to meet Samuel, and when re-
proved, he declared, "I have kept the
commandments of the Lord." Do you
carry out the principles of God's com-
mandments in your home, in your
family? Do you never manifest rude-
ness, unkindness, and impoliteness in
the family circle? If you do manifest
unkindness at your home, no matter how
high m,l\' he your profession, you arc
breaking God's commandments. No
matter how much you may preach the
commandments to others, if you fail to
manifest the love of Christ in your home
life, you arc a transgressor of the law.

But if the grace of Christ appears in your
life, you will be in a position to glorify
God, and to manifest Christ to others.
But do you tbink that that man who goes
from the sacred desk to indulge in jest-
ing and joking, and in all manner of
trifling conversation, is a representative
of Christ to the world? Has he the law of
God in his hearl?-No. His heart is
filled with self-love, self-importance,
and he makes it manifest that he has no
correct estimate of sacred things. His
conduct is the product of his thoughts,
showing just what is in the heart. Christ
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is not there, and he does not go weighted
with the spirit of the solemn message of
truth for this time. An exhibition of this
character clcarly provcs that the man
does not know God, and has not been
intrusted with the solemn work which he
does not understand or appreciate.

If the minister had a realizing sense of
the presence of God, would he conduct
himself in this way? He had great light,
and had takcn upon himself the sacred
responsibility of a minister of God, and
yet he acts as carelessly as if he was an
unbeliever. His actions make it evident
that he has as much reaIization of the
presence of God as had Belshazzar when
he drank from the sacred vessels from the
house of the Lord, praising the gods of
gold and silver. The mighty men and the
lords of the kingdom were assembled, and
they ate and drank, and had a jovial time,
but the 'llue Witness was there, and their
profanity was recorded in the books of
heaven. In the midst of their revelry, a
bloodless hand appearcd, tracing mysteri-
ous characters upon the wall oflhe palace,
and their godless mirth was checked, and
terror and despair took its placc. They
inquired for some one who could interpret
the writing, and Daniel, the prophet of

God, was called to the banquet room, and
thc servant of the Lord was able to
decipher the writing, and interpret the
meaning of the words. "This is the inter-
pretation of the thing: Mene; God hath
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.
1l:kel; Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting. Peres; Thy king-
dom is divided and given to the Medes
and Persians." Daniel 5:26-28

The same Witness that recorded the
profanity of Belshazzar is present with
us wherever we go. Young man, young
woman, you may not realize that God is
looking upon you; you may feel that you
are at libeny to act out the impulses of
the natural heart, that you may indulge
in lightness and trining, but for all these
things you must give an account. As you
sow, you will reap, and if you are taking
the foundation from your house, robbing
your brain of its nutriment, and your
nerves of their power by dissipation and
indulgence of appetite and passion, you
will have an account to render to Him
who says, "I know thy works."
If you knew God, if you were truly

converted, you would not take pleasure
in sinful things. The fear of God would
be upon you, and as you looked to

Calvary, the hateful character of trans-
gression would be revealed to you, and
you would see the great love wherewith
God has loved you, and you would not
have a disposition to sin. But how would
it be with many of you who have dared
to handle sacred things with unclean
hands and with demed souls, should the
trumpet sound today? How would it be
with some of you, should you be called
to render up your account at the judg-
ment seat of Christ today? I ask, What
would be your condition if Christ should
leave the holy place today, and proba-
tion should close, and Christ should
come? That time is soon to come,
though we know not the day or the hour.

The times and the seasons are
known only to God, but we are each to
know that it is well with our souls, that
Christ is formed within, the hope of
glory. We are to know that our Re-
deemer liveth, and that we will be
among that number who shall hear the
voice of Christ, who will be gathered by
the angels of God, and caught up to
meet the Lord in the air. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 555-556
(March 29, 1892)

The Special SDA Test
We wish 10 express OLlr appreciation for the position taken by
10hll R. LOOT in tlris article, primed in the Lake Union
November 3, 1987.-EDITORS

Most of us arc familiar with Revelation 12:17, "And the
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which kcep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."

Hcre, attention is called to the two earmarks of the remnant or
Sevcnth-day Adventist Church. The commandments call special
attention to God's Sabbath. The testimony of Jesus is defined in
Revelation 19:10 as Il,e Spirit ofProphecy. This is biblical language
for the manifestation of the propheticgift. Adventists believe that this
was seen and embodied in the ministry of Ellcn G. White.

Not only are these two earmarks significant in the identifica-
tion of God's remnant church, but they are recognized as the
special objects of Satan's wrath. He hates both of these with a
demonic passion.

With full knowledge of Satan's attitude toward these two, it
is vital that we become continually concerned about the impact
of SelectedMessages, book 1, 48:

liThe very last deception of Satan will be to make of nonc
effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.... Satan will work
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ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to
unsettle the confidence of God's remnant people in the true
testimony. ... There will be a hatred kindled against the tes·
timonies which is satanic' (emphasis supplied).

Carefully place this statement beside Revelnrion 12:17 and
Revelation 13, and it is clear that the big test of the world at large
in the cnd will be in reference to the seal of God and the mark of
the beast.

It is also clear that the big test among God's remnant people
will be in reference to the Spirit of Prophecy. The supreme issue
is and always will be Jesus Christ. But for Adventists, the
supreme occasion will be in reference to the Spirit of Prophecy.

Generally, the first step in apostasy for Adventists is in
reference to this consideration. Catch the impact of Selected
Messages, book 3, 84, "Those Seventh-day Adventists who take
their stand under Satan's banner will first give up their faith in
the warnings and reproofs contained in the "R:stimonies of God's
Spirit" (emphasis supplied).

As we look to the future, let us be sure that we really do love
Jesus and that He is supreme in our lives. In this context, let us
also be sure that we love and seek to implement in our lives the
counsel of the testimony of Jesus, which is thc Spirit of
Prophecy.



Ralph Larsolt, a retired pastor, last served as
chairman o/the ClJurcll andMinistry Depart-
ment of the Seventh-day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Far East.

and tears flowed freely. From that hour
light carne into the council, and the pres-
ence of God was clearly felt through the
day. When I had finished reading, the
brethren immediately began to express
their grat itude to God for this clear voice
that had spoken to us. So precisely did
these messages point out the situation that
everyone who spoke at all was obliged to
say that it was the voice of God speaking
to us. Before the council closed, the
author of the book stated that he would
take it from the market." Daniells, The
Abiding Gift ofProphecy, 339

"Thus the Lord saved Israel that
day." Exodus 14:30

Commenting on this crisis experience,
when the Lord delivered His people from
a snare of Satan, Ellen White wrote in
1904: "The enemy of souls has sought to
bring in the supposition that a great refor-
mation was to take place among Seventh-
day Adventists, and that this reformation
would consist in giving up the doctrines
which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a process of reorganivltion.
Were this reformation to take place, what
would result? The principles of truth that
God in His wisdom has given to the
remnant chwch, would be discarded. Our
religion would be changed. The fun-
damental principles that have sustained
the work for the last fifty years would be
accounted as error. A new organization
would be established. Books of a new
order would be written." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 204

It has been said that those who cannot
learn from history are condemned to re-
peat history. Once again there is being
promoted among us the supposition that a
great reformation is to take place among
Seventh-day Adventists, and that this re-
formation will consist of giving up the
doctrines which stand as the pillars of ow
faith. Some are already discarding the
"principles of truth that God in His wis-
dom has given to the remnant church,"
and our religion is being changed. Books
of a new order are now being written, are
being published by ow denominational
presses, and are being offered for sale in
ow Adventist Book Centers. In previous
articles we have called attention to the
doctrinal changes that are being attempted
in the great Adventist apostasy. [n this
article, we will consider some of the

Books of a New Order
In this article Ralph Larson cOlllillues a
series that he started in January.

new pantheistic book, The Living
Temple. Elder A. G. Daniells, the
General Conference president, was

ONE of the most dramatic deliver- deeply distressed over this miscarriage
ances of the Seventh-day Adventist of plans. He was wondering what to do

Church through the ministry of God's when two letters from Ellen White, who
appointed messenger took place in the was in California, arrived on the same
year 1903 in the month of October. The day, encouraging him to firmly meet the
General Conference offices had been challenge and supplying detailed infor-
moved from Battle Creek, Michigan, to mation regarding the errors in Dr. Kel-
Washington, D. C, and leaders of our logg's book. The next morning Daniells
church had gathered at the new head- read these two letters to the group, and
quarters to study plans for enlarging and he describes their effect in these words:
strengthening the Lord's work. But their "As I read to the assembly statement
council was interrupted when a group of after statement setting forth the falsity of
about ten men arrived and stirred up a the teachings in the book, The Living
controversy over Dr. J. H. Kellogg's Temple, many loud 'Amens' broke forth,

}!I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The books of the new order are being read by
many who are either too young or too new in
the faith to be aware of the principles of truth
that they are discarding

books of a new order that are being used
to promote that apostasy. For purposes of
comparison. we fIrst refer the reader to a
book which is not of the new order, By
Faith Alolle, by Norval Pease. In its final
chapters there is a concise and quite
comprehensive sampling from books and
articles written by historic Seventh-day
Adventist authors. Dr. Pease presents their
statements regarding the cherished doc-
trine of righteousness by faith and fmds
that they uniformly afflfm the principle of
victorious Christian living through the
power of Christ. Foremost among these
writers is, of course, EUen White, whose
vic10ry statements number in the thou-
sands. But now the books of the new order
are being read by many who are either too
young or too new in the faith to be aware
of the principles of truth that they are
discarding. The flfst on the list must
unquestionably be

Questons Ofl Doctrine, Review and
Herald Publishing Assocation, 1957.

As was pointed out in previous arti-
cles, this volume purported to be an
authentic statement of the beliefs of
Seventh-day Adventists, but it contained
a mixture of truth and historical error.
Our doctrine of the present atoning work
of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary was
muted, and a totally erroneous statement
was made that Seventh-day Adventists
had always believed that our Lord came
to this eanh in the human nature of the
unfallen Adam. Exhaustive and fully
documented research has brought to
light 400 statements by Ellen White and
800 statements by other Adventist
leaders that the opposite was true. Yet,
while denying our historic belief in re-
gard to the nature of Christ, the authors
of this book did not deny the possibility
of victorious Christian living through
the power of Christ, but rather affirmed
that principle of truth a total often times.
See pages 12, 13, 116, 118, 190, 410,
417. It is possible that they did not
foresee what results would follow their
concession to Calvinism in regard to the
nature of Christ, but the books that have
followed have made these results unntis-
takably clear. In them the doctrine of
victory by God's power has been dis-
placed by the Calvinistic doctrine that
Christians can never, by any means, stop
sinning. This false doctrine is insepa-
rably linked to the Calvinistic doctrine
about the nature of Christ. The fruitage
of the error in Questions on Doctrine
appears in the succeeding volumes.
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Movement of Destiny, Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1971.
This book is an cxpanded treatment

of the development of our theological
positions, and attempts to paint Ques-
tions on Doctrine into the picture as
simply another (or perhaps the greatest)
in a long series of triumphant ex-
periences in which God led us to the
fullness of truth. The author rejoices
over the wide circulation of Questions
all Doctrine, and makes a number of
inaccurate statements in support of that
first book of the new order. [n spite of
thc historical record of 1200 statements
by our church leaders, including 400 by
Ellen White, that our Lord had come to
earth in the human nature of fallen man,
Froom describes this as "an erroneous
minority position," and proceeds [rom that
to make the equally untrue assertion that
Ellen White believed and taught that
Christ was [ike the uofallen Adam. See
page 428. By using thc same tcchnique
as that used in the historically false
statement about the human nature o[
Christ published on page 657 o[ Ques-
tiolls on Doctrine, sentences in which a
few words of the original writer are
interspersed with words of his own, the
author forces E. J. Waggoner to support
the historically false statement, which
Waggoner had in fact firmly rejected.
(Compare page 197 in Movemelll of
DestillY with pages 259-267 in The
Word Was Made Flesh, available [rom
Hope International). One who compares
the style of these two statements is likely
to come to the conclusion that the author

of Movemem of DestillY is one of the
anonymous authors of Questions on
Doctrine.

Perfection, the Impossible Possibility,
Southern Publishing Association,
1975.

This book takes recognition of the
tensions that had developed in our church
during the 18 years since the publication

of Questions on Doctrine in 1957, and
introduces authors who have opposite
views on the subject of victorious Chris-
tian living. The fact that there is strong
disagreement between these writers is
thought-provoking when it is recognized
that all of them were occupying positions
of leadership in the church. One was at
this time an editor of the Advemist Re-
view. Threewere teaching in our theologi-
cal seminary at Andrews University. And
the disagreement between them is strong.
Two emerge as champions o[ the cause of
viClorious living through the power of
Christ. One, though less clear and em-
phatic, appears to be also in this school of
thought. But one stands firmly as the
advocate of the Calvinistic doctrine that
Christians can never, by any means, stop
sinning. And he was at that time serving
as chairman of the systematic theology
department of Andrews University where
our ministers arc trained.

The readers of this author's contribu-
tion to the book may be pardoncd for
having questions as to its "systematic"
reasoning. The intermingling of differ-
ent catcgories of thought, "mixing ap-
ples with oranges," appears on the first
page and not infrequently thereafter.
Notice the three categories that are com-
bined here, page 61: (parentheses mine)

I[ Christian perfcction means res-
toration here and now to Adam's sinless
state and complete harmony with God
(the goal) so that a man need no longer be
classed as a sinner (the self-view), then
the Bible knows nothing of il. The only
sinless man who ever lived is Jesus Christ.

(The concept of sinless living from birth
until death, which no one is claiming.)

We pause here to compare two state-
ments from Ellen White:
"Those only who through faith in

Christ obey all of God's commandments
will reach the condition of sinlessness in
which Adam lived before his transgres-
sion." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 6, 1118



We are at a loss to understand how to
harmonize these historical Adventist
statements with what has gone before and with
what follows

"Everyone who by faith obeys God's
commandments will reach the condition
of sinlessness in which Adam lived
before his transgression. When we sub-
mit ourselves to Christ we live His life.
This is what it means to be clothed with
His righteousness." Signs of the Times,
July 29, 1902

The confusion of goal with self-
view is repeated, by my count, 20 times
in this 27-page chapter. The "straw-
man" technique, in which an op-
ponent's views are first misrepresented
and then the misrepresentation is
vigorously attacked appears nine times.
Strongly negative statements such as

these are found: "The Bible knows
nothing of (perfection of character)."
Page 61
"Nowhere does the Bible equate per-

fection with sinlessness." Page 63
"All mcn are born in a state of

separation from God." Page 64
"The Christian is not sinless." Page 69
"The Bible rejects every possibility

of our reaching sinless perfection in this
life." Page 73

"In this weakened state man cannot
be in the same perfect condition as
before sin entered." Page 73. "We know
of no method in the Bible whereby the
Spirit so overpowers man's limitations
due to sin as to enable man to arrive at a
state of sinlessness." Page 76

We suggest that the reader compare
the above assertions with the following
verses of scripture:

Romans 1:16, 5:21, 6:18, 6:22, 8:4,
and 12:2; 1 Corinthians 10:13;
2 Corinthians 5:17, 7:1, and 10:5; Gala-
tians 2:20; Ephesians 1:4,3:20,4:22-24,
and 5:26-27; Philippians 2:5, 2:15, and
4:13; Colossians 1:22; 1 Thessalonians
3:13,4:1,4:7, and 5:22; 2 Thessalonians
2:13; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 2:19,
2:22; and 3:17; Titus 2:3 and 2:12-14;
Hebrews 6:1 and 13:20-21; James 1:4,
1:21, and 4:7-8; 1 Peter 1:15-16, 1:22,
2:11-12, and 5:10; 2 Peter 3:11; 1 John

2:6,2:29,3:3,3:7,3:22,4:4, and 5:3-4;
Jude 24-25; Revelation 3:21, 14:12, and
22:14

We also suggest that the reader com-
pare this author's assertions with the
2500 affirmations by Ellen White of the
opposite view that arc compiled in the
research volume, Tell of His Power,
available at Hope International. These
positions are far too divergent to be
harmonized. We have no desire to single
out any writer for undue attention, but
this writer has written more of the books
of a new order than anyone else, and it is
the books that arc the subject of this
study. We are therefore required to ex-

amine the materials that he has placed
before us. In point of time, this author's
first contribution was not a book but a
syllabus distributed among ministers
who were members of a class he con-
ducted at the office of a large Confer-
ence in December 1962. Only five years
had passed since the publication of
Questions on Doctrine, with its Calvin-
istic statement about the human nature
ofChrist, but already its deadly fruit was
beginning to appear. After af[nnting a
modified Calvinistic doctrine of original
sin and presenting several paragraphs of
critical remarks about those whose pur-
pose is to live victorious Christian lives,
the syllabus reaches its climax in these
words:

"It is by the wisdom, not by the
impotence of God, that the believer is
never perfect here below. The Lord so
conducts the saints in this life that there
should always remain something either
to give them freely when they ask, or to
pardon them mercifully when they
confess to Him." Page 16

Stated simply, this means that Chris-
tians sin beeause God wants them to sin.
Shocking though it undeniably is, this
statement is at least clear. We know
where the writer stands. Somewhat less
clear was this author's next book of a
new order.

Salvalion Unlimited, Review and Her-
ald Publishing Assocation, 1974.

This book of ten Chapters and 256
pages is a curious combination of Ad-
ventism and Calvinism, though much
less stridently Calvinistic than either the
previous syllabus or the two volumes
that follow it. On the positive side, we
find a rejection of dualism (see succeed-
ing article) on page 10, a tempering of
the Calvinistic doctrine of original sin
on page 36, a rejection of the Calvinistic
doctrine of "once saved, always saved"
on page 147, and an entire chapter on
"The Obedience of Faith" (pages 210-
236) which contains no fewer than 16
assurances that by divine power Chris-
tians can live lives of victory over sin.
We submit these samples:
"The Christian should have no diffi-

culty in rendering honor to the law by
his obedience to it." Page 26
"Christ came not to release His fol-

lowers from their obligation to keep the
law, but to give them supernatural power
to obey it by means of His own indwell-
ing presence and that of the Holy Spirit."
Page 227
"The law cannot restore a man to

righteousness and obedience, but the
gospel and the Holy Spirit can. The
gospel is good news because it pro-
vides the Christian power to be saved
from sin and do what hitherto he could
not perform: obey God's command-
ments. The gospel manifests its full
power and glory when the claims of the
law arc faithfully sustained." Pages
227-228
"Christian freedom is freedom to

obey the commandments, not freedom
to disobey." Page 232. "The power of
the Holy Spirit within us is sufficient to
make us like Him, to keep His com-
mandments, and to know Him who is
life eternal." Page 236. We are at a loss
to understand how to harmonize these
historical Adventist statements with
what has gone before and with what
follows. And the book Salvatioll UII-
limited itself is not without problems.
Luther's famous statement that in the
life of the Christian "Sin does not reign
but it does remain" is quoted with ap-
proval on page 66. In a discussion of
imparted righteousness on pages 148-
149, though apparently an application of
the "straw-man" teChnique, there is a
line of reasoning that seems to be in
disagreement with the chapter on "The
Obedience of Faith." But we move on to
the next publication by this writer.
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It has been noted that the rejection of our
historic faith and the embracing of Calvinistic
errors began with persons who were in close
relation to our theological seminary or were
teaching there

The Man Who Is God, Review and
Herald Publisbing Association, 1977.

In this book it appears that all re-
straints are laid aside, and a determined
effort is made to move the Adventist
people into the ranks of Calvinism on
the three major doctrines of original sin,
the human nature of Christ, and vic-
torious Christian living (righteousness
by faith.) I regret to report that the book
is also the most self-contradictory piece
of writing that has ever come to my
attention. It is possible that this opinion
is an inevitable result of attempting to
harmonize truth with untruth, of trying
to combine light with darkness. If we
present a series of questions to this book,
we are confronted by a bewildering
array of self-contradictory answers:

1. Was Christ conceived as all men
are? Yes, page 60. No, page 135.

2. Was Christ born as all men are?
Yes, pages 25, 125. No, pages 125, 135.

3. Was Christ born with the same
flesh and blood that we have? Yes, pages
36,86,91. No, page 137.

4. Is sin a thing of the flesh? Yes,
page 138. No, page 137.

5. Did Christ have advantages in
meeting temptation that we do not have?
Yes, page 133. No, pagcs 85, 90, 132.
6. Was Christ born into the same

state or condition that we are? Yes,
pages 24, 91, 98. No, pages 126, 129,
133.

7. Is this state or condition into
which all men are born actually guilt?
Yes, page 146. No, page 121.
8. Did Christ take human nature as it

was before Adam's fall? Yes, page 155.
No,page 74.

9. Is Christian character perfection
possible? Yes, pages 120, 166. No, page
147.

10. Is original sin a matter of man's
nature? Yes, pages 108, 118, 132, 135.
No, pages 107, 109, 115, 122.

This confusion could hardly be de-
scribed as systematic theology. We ob-
serve again that it is probably an indica-
tion of the morass of confusion into
which one wanders who tries to har-
monize Adventism with Calvinism,
truth with error, light with darkness.
During the 19705 another writer, Dr.
Desmond Ford, a student of this author,
began to make his contribution to the
books of a new order, although it should
be noted that Dr. Ford at first made more
use of cassette tapes than of books. A
large number of tapes promoting his
Calvinistic opinions were sent out from
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Pacific Union COllege, where he was
teaching in the Bible Department.

Discovering God's Treasures, Review
and Herald Publishing Association,
1972.

This book, like Salvation Unlimired,
contains only a trace of the Calvinism
that Ford would later boldly proclaim,
and strongly affirms the truth of the
sanctuary and the investigative doctrines
that he would later deny. But Luther's
statement that in the life of the Christian
"Sin remains, but does not reign" is
quoted with approval on page 32, and on
page 33 he states that Christians always
have "sin to overcome." If we under-
stand this to mean "temptations to Qver-

come," we would have no difficulty with
it. But small seeds grow into large trees,
as we shall see.

Daniel, Southern Pubishing Associa-
tion, 1978.

This is actually a book "out of the
new order" in that it strongly affirms and
defends the very prophetic truths that the
author was later to deny. We include it
here only for purposes of comparison.
Church members who ask me to recom-
mend to them a good book on the
prophecies are sometimes startled when
I suggest that they get a copy ofDaniel,
by Desmond Ford. I have to explain that
Ford's Daniel was "prelapsarian" in his
experience (before the Fall.) But clearly
"postlapsarian" (after the Fall) is the
next volume from his pen.

The Day ofAtonement and the Inves-
tigative Judgment, Evangelion Press,
1980. (The denomination of this pub-
lishing house in Casselberry, Florida, is
not known to us.)

This book is Desmond Ford's mag-
nwn opus, his major work, in which he
states that he has been a disbeliever in our
most significant doctrines for at least 20
years (during which time he wrote two

books strongly supporting those same
doctrines, Discovering God's Treasures
and his large commentary on Daniel). It is
this attack on our sanctuary doctrine that
Roy Allan Anderson described as a "re-
hash" of the thinking of W W FIetcher,
who in turn had received it from L. R.
Conradi. It is this book that a large repre-
sentative group of our church leaders
examined beforemeeting with Dr. Ford at
Glacier View, and found to be altogether
unconvincing. Suffice it to say that it is a
monumental piece of false reasoning,
which is perhaps most readily answered
by reference to the evidence brought to-
gether in his own previously published
Daniel. It has been noted that the rejection
of our historic faith and the embracing of

Calvinistic errors began with persons who
were in close relation to our theological
seminary or were teaching there. To this
place ever-increasing numbers of our
ministers and teachers have gone for their
theological training. It is therefore not
surprising that some of these younger
workers are now beginning to produce
books of their own in which they either
promote the errors ofCalvinism or seek to
undermine the Spirit of Prophecy which
stands firmly against Calvinism. Their
contributions must also be placed in the
category of "books of a new ordeL"

Christ Our Substitute, Review and
Herald PnhlishingAssociation, 1982.

As the title indicates, this book is
intended to elevate the concept of Christ
as our substitute over the concept of
Christ as our example. The extent to
which this author has embraced the false
doctrines of Calvinism is well illustrated
by a statement from his pen on page 12
of the Review of January 25, 1990: "If a
baby dies a few hours or days after birth,
it is still subject to the second death-the
condemnation death-even though it
has never broken any commandment."
Calvinism, of course, offers predestina-
tion and/or infant baptism as a solution



Some people will be called upon to live
through these events, to preserve their faith in
its purity, to stand unmoved by the prevailing
apostasy, and to share in the great experiences
of the loud cry and the latter rain

to this problem. This writer and the
Review offer no solution at all, but ap-
parently simply consign all children who
dic in infancy to the flames.

Some Call It Heresy, Review and Her-
ald Publishing Association, 1985.

Some reviewers might question the
inclusion of this book in a list of the
books of a new order, since it was
written for the avowed purpose of
defending our faith. BUI in my judgment
the writer makes so many concessions to
Calvinism and implies so many faults in
the Spirit of Prophecy that he largely
defeats his own purpose. He describes
sympathetically the agonizing struggles
of certain young ministers over Des-
mond Ford's attack on the sanctuary
doctrines, but leaves us to conclude that
it did not occur to any of them to chcck
Dr. Ford's use of sources. The misrepre-
sentation and manipulation of evidence
they would have discovered should have
eliminated their problem.

From 1888 to Apostasy, Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1987.
By the author's admission an "inter-

pretive biography," this volume appears
to have been written for the purpose of
discrediting A. T. Jones and discounting
his testimony in regard to the doctrines
of righteousness by faith and the human
nature of Christ. Interpretations, of
course, can build any case and portray
any picture that the interpreter desircs.
Suppose that a man has taken a firm
position on some subject. That is the
objectively known fact. What does this
tell us about the man? Was he sound in
his thinking, or simply foolish? Was he
wise or stupid? Was he sensible or stub-
born? Was he courageous or combative?
These dccisions are all made by the
interpreter, who paints the picture to suit
himsclf. That is why it is not possible for
an "interpretive biography" to have
much value as evidence. Jones was
emphatically not a Calvinist. If he had
bcen a Calvinist, we doubt not that many
incidents in his life might have been
given a positive rather than a negative
interprctation. The overall effect of the
book is to strongly disparage Jones as a
witness to the truth.

Perfect ill Christ, Review and Herald
PublishingAssociation, 1987.

This book might be presented as the
climax in the series of books of a new
order that have been written for the

purposc of leading the Adventist people
away from the principles of our historic
faith toward the false doctrines of Cal-
vinism. In the sheer audacity of its mis-
representations it can only be comparcd
to the largely falsified materials that
werc set forth by Desmond Ford in his
attack on our sanctuary doctrine. The
stated purpose of the book is to provide
the correct understanding of Ellen
White's writings, which are represented
as being extremely difficult to under-
stand (pages 14, 137, 170, 171, 193,
200). The thesis of the book is that no
one has ever stopped sinning and that no
onewill ever stop sinning until Jesus comes,
when characters will be miraculously per-
fected. In our research volume Tell of

His Power, we have compiled approxi M

mately 2500 promises written by Ellen
White that victory through the power of
Christ is available to any Christian who
wants it. She writes of those who have
achieved this goal and numbers them in
the thousands. See Christ's Object Les-
SOliS, 133-134. And we have recorded
48 warnings from her pen that there will
be no change in human character when
Christ returns. These statements are
clear enough for a child to understand.
They need no interpretations. The publi-
cation of Ott's book called forth a very
strong protest from believers in historic
Adventism and from the White Estate.
The officer who put the opinions of the
White Estate in writing expressed his
views: "That this book could have been
published by a Seventh-day Adventist
press is beyond my comprehension."

This list has been a sampling, but by
no means complete, of "Books of a New
Order" now coming off the presses of
Seventh-day Adventist publishing
houses and are being offered for sale in
Adventist Book Centers. Some of these
books contain obvious Calvinistic erM

rors. Some were clearly written for the
express purpose of changing our the-
ology into the theology of Calvinism. As

we have seen, when plans were afoot to
do a similar work in the late 1800s,
divine intervention and the warning
message of our living prophet prevented
these plans from being carried into ef-
fect. Thus the order and the purity of our
faith were preserved. But now God's
special messenger sleeps, and the fatcful
work that was then prevented is moving
through the church, virtually unopposed.
We cannot but wonder why God permits
such a thing to happen now when He did
not permit it then. It may be that the
answer is found in Testimonies, vol. 5,
707: "God will arouse His people; if
other means fail, heresies will come in
among them, which will sift them, sepa-
rating the chaff from the wheat."

Could it be that in God's great calen-
dar of events the time has come for the
fully developed formation of the pre-
dicted two companies in the church?

"Divisions will come in the church.
Two parties will be developed." Selected
Messages, book 2, 114

Could it be that the time has come
for the great false revival that is de-
scribed in The Great Colltroversy, 464?
In our time are we to see "multitudes"
attributing the work of Satan to the Holy
Spirit? Are we to witness the final purg-
ing of the church in which "the major-
ity" will forsake us? See Testimonies,
vol. 5, 136. Such awcsome develop-
ments are sobering to consider, but they
are by no means impossible. Some
people will be called upon to live
through these events, to preserve their
faith in its purity, to stand unmoved by
the prevailing apostasy, and to share in
the great experiences of the loud cry and
the latter rain. Are we destined to be that
people? If so, may God preserve us, and
may our steadfast loyalty glorify His
name. Here is an opportunity for en-
durance on the part of the saints who
carefully keep His commandments and
the faith of Jesus. Revelation 14:12,
Weymouth's translation 0
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heavenly places, far above all principal-
ity, and power, and might, and domin-
ion, and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that which
is to come: and hath put all things under
his feet, and gave him to be the head
over all things to the church." Ephesians
1:20-22. All power, or authority, was
given to Christ. "And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth."
Matthew 28: 18. By His victory over
Satan, the humble carpenter of Nazareth
became entitled to being recognized onc
day by the universe as "King of kings,
and Lord of lords." 1 Timothy 6:15

Christ has authorized several chan-
nels for His authority in the administra-
tion of His church. First in the chain of
command under Christ is His written
Word-the Scriptures-the Holy Bible.
Christ Himself is its Author. He has
revealed and recorded God's will and
ways in His Word. To the query "What is
truth?" (John 18:38) comes the reply
"Thy word is truth." John 17:17. The
written Word of God is the revelation of
God's power and authority which is to
measure all other manifestations of
power and authority. "10 the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no
light in them." Isaiah 8:20. The power
and authority of God are in His Word-
"the law and the testimony." Christ dem-
onstrated this faci during His temptation
in the wilderness. When Christ quoted
Scripture Satan was forced to recognize
the supreme authority and power of
God's Word. All other power and author-
ity arc to be measured by this Word. That
which is in harmony with His Word is an
extension of His power and authority and
is to be related to as such.
The second channel of divine author-

ity is in Christ's created works. "A con-
tinual transgression of nature's laws is a
continual transgression of the law of
God.... God's love is still extended to
the race; and He permits light to shine,
enabling man to see that in order to live a
perfect life he must obey the natural laws
which govern his being." Counsels on
Health, 20. Christ's followers will live
and teach in harmony with the Creator's
laws as found in the natural world.

"And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation
12:17. "And I fell at his feel to worship

Authority in God's Church
Christ truly became fallen man's

substitute when he died the second death
on Calvary's cross. By His victory over
Satan, Jesus of Nazareth established a
spiritual kingdom destined to replace the
dominion of Satan and sin over this
earth. Christ's spiritual earthly kingdom
is referred to as the church, and Christ is
its Head. "Which he wrought in Christ,
when he raised him fTom the dead, and
set him at his own right hand in the

FI

A T the time of Adam's fall, the
Spirit of Prophecy tells us that "the

human race was given into the hands of
Christ." Review alldHerald, vol. 3, 1Ol.
The Godhead had created mankind
through Christ, and His willingness to
take fallen man's place permitted God to
extend his life for a probationary time.
Thus our temporal life comes from and
is sustained by Christ's mercy and
power.

20 Our Firm FOlflldmioll October 1991



The authority given to Christ's leaders is to say
what He has said on any given topic. As they
communicate His will and ways, they speak
with His authority

him. And he said unto me, See thou do it
not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren that have the testimony of
Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of propheey." Revela-
tion 19:10

For over a century the presence of
llthc tcstimonies"-the "Spirit of
Prophecy"-in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist movement has been evidence
that this is the remnant church. "To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20.
The testimonies are a written expres-
sion of God's speaking to man. Thus
the Spirit of Prophecy is a delineation of
God's will for His remnant people, and
being in harmony with the Scriptures,
they are also a channel of His authority.
They are a measure of truth and right-
doing (righteousness) for this remnant
of time.

The Holy Spirit is the next channel of
authority. He is "ncx't" in the sense that
His counsel and guidance are to be tested
by the Scriptures, the Spirit of Prophecy,
and natural law. See 1 John 4:1 and Isaiah
8:20. The Bible and the Testimonies are
fruits of the Holy Spirit's ministry and He
will not contradict that which He has
previously revealed. The power of God's
authority exercised by the Holy Spirit can
countermand the laws of nature in a
"miraculous" form. However, His super-
seding of natural law will always be in
the context of obedience to Scriptural and
Spirit of Prophecy truth. When Christ
ascended, the Holy Spirit was sent as a
special emissary to this earth. "Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
shew you things to come." John 16:13. Th
the receptive heart, the Holy Spirit trans-
mits power to overcome inherited weak-
ness and developed evils. He also gives
understanding and guidance to each per-
son. This personal, direct revealing of
God's will is always in harmony with
God's previously revealed will. "And
thine ears shall hear a word behind thee,
saying, This is the way, walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand, and when
ye turn to the left" Isaiah 30:21. The
Holy Spirit works to bring man into
harmony with God's will as expressed in
the law, the testimony, and nature. He
can give further guidance only to those
who show a willingness to follow His
previous guidance. Those who expect

His blessing in spite of their disobedience
to Him regarding the counsels given in
the law, the testimony, and nature are
trying to work the Holy Spirit rather than
their being worked by Him.
"And he gave some, apostles; and

some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and tcachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ." Ephesians 4:11-12

God has placed individuals in His
church to administer His corporate body.
The authority and power which they
administer is not their own, but is dele-
gated to them by God. Christ gives abili-
ties, powers and authority to His leaders
for the "perfecting of the saints ... for
the edifying of the body of Christ."

"And I will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven: and what-
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven." Matthew 16:19

"The keys of the kingdom of heaven
are the words of Christ. All the words of
Holy Scripture are His, and are here
included. These words have power to
open and to shut heaven. They declare
the conditions upon which men are re-
ceived or rejected. Thus the work of
those who preach God's Word is a savor
of life unto life or of death unto death.
Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal
results." Tire Desire ofAges, 413-414

"Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever
ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
Matthew 18:18

"This statement holds its force in all
ages. On the church has been conferred
the power to act in Christ's stead. [t is
God's instrumentality for the preserva-
tion of order and discipline among His
people. To it the Lord has delegated the
power to sellle all questions respecting
its prosperity, purity, and order. Upon it

rests the responsibility of excluding
from its fellowship those who are un-
worthy, who by their un-Christlike con-
duct would bring dishonor on the truth.
Whatever the church does that is in
accordance with the directions given in
God's Word will be ratified in heaven."
Testimonies, vol. 7, 263
"Whose soever sins ye remit, they

3rc remitted unto them; and whose
soever sins ye retain, they are retained."
John 20:23

" 'Whose soever sins ye remit,' said
Christ, 'they are remitted; ... and whose
soever sins ye retain, they 3rc retained.'
Christ here gives no liberty for any man
to pass judgment upon others. In the
Sermon on the Mount He forbade this. It
is the prerogative of God. But on the
church in its organized capacity He
places a responsibility for the individual
members. Thward those who fall into sin,
the church has a dUly, to warn, to instruct,
and if possible to restore. 'Reprove, re-
buke, exhort,' the Lord says, 'with all
longsuffering and doctrine.' 2 Timothy
4:2. Dcal faithfully with wrongdoing.
Warn every soul that is in danger. Leave
none to deceive themselves. Call sin by
its right name. Declare what God has said
in regard to lying, Sabbathbreaking,
stealing, idolatry, and every other evil.
'They which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.' Galatians
5:21. If they persist in sin, the judgment
you have declared from God's Word is

pronounced upon them in heaven. In
choosing to sin, they disown Christ; the
church must show that she does not
sanction their deeds, or she herself dis-
honors her Lord. She must say about sin
what God says about it. She must deal
with it as God directs, and her action is
ratified in heaven. He who despises the
authority of the church, despises the
authority of Christ Himself." Tire Desire
ofAges, 805-806

Thus we see that the authority given
to Christ's leaders is to say what He has

October 1991 Ou, Firm Foundation 21



Satan has a similar but distinct deception for
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. "The very
last deception of Satan will be to make of none
effect the testimony of the Spirit of God"

said on any given topic. As they com-
municate His will and ways, they speak
with His authority, and what they loose
or bind on earth in harmony with His
expressed will, is ratified in heaven.

Christ's faithful leaders on earth will
thus speak and act and lead His sheep in
harmony with His other channels of
truth. Christ's faithful leaders will lead
His people in fulI obedience to all of His
expressed will as found in the Scrip-
tures, the Spirit of Prophecy, and the
natural laws in His creation. Christ's
leader does not speak his or her own
words, but just as the Holy Spirit im-
parts, he or she communicates "what-
soever he shall hear."

"The government of Israel was ad-
ministcred in the name and by the
authority of God. The work of Moses, of
the seventy elders, of the rulers and
judges, was simply to enforce the laws
that God had given; they had no author-
ity to legislate for the nation. This was,
and continued to be, the condition of
Israel's existence as a nation. From age
to age men inspired by God were sent to
instruct the people and to direct in the
enforcement of the laws." Patriarchs
and Prophets, 603

"The first work is to be done for the
shepherds of the flock, that they may be
warned not to teach their own words
instead of God's words, as did thc
scribes and Pharisees." The Ellen G.
White 1888Materials, 50

"As a people we should study God's
plans for conducting His work. Wherever
He has given directions in regard to any
point, we should carefully consider how
to regard His expressed will, This work
should have special attention," Testimo-
nies to Ministers, 342

Christian leaders are to instruct and
educate and not to rule. "There is to be no
ordering, no domineering, no masterly
authority. Thc love of God, in a healing,
life-giving current, is to flow through the
life. The spirit and words and deeds of
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every worker are to show that he realizes
that he is acting in Christ's place. The
power that he receives from the great
Thacher is the power to educate others,
not the power to order or dictate. He is to
come to Christ as one who desires to
know how to teach and help others."
Pacific Union Recorder, 231

"That which makes me feel to the
very depths of my being, and makes me
know that their works are not the works
of God, is that they suppose they have
authority to rule their fellow men. The
Lord has given them no more right to
rule others than he has given others to
rule them. Those who assume the con-
trol of their fellow men, take into their

finite hands a work what dcvolves upon
God alonc," The Ellen G, White 1888
Materials, 1553.

Christian leaders will direct the
sheep to look to Christ for guidance and
direction rather than to man. "While
brethren should counscl together at
special seasons, yet they should in-
dividually seek for higher counsel than
that heard in the assembly. It may be
argued that the Lord gives special wis-
dom to those to whom Hc has intrusted
grave responsibilities, The Lord does
give special wisdom to him who has
sacred trusts. If the human agent, mo-
ment by moment, makes God his only
helper, and walks humbly with Him,
God will then give light and knowledge
and wisdom, in order that His human
agent may be able to guide his brethren
who would look to him for counsel as to
their duty. In a clear and forcible manner
he will point them to a Source that is
untainted and pure from the defects and
errors that are so apparent in humanity.
He may, for it is his privilege, refuse to
be brains and conscience for his
brethren. He may tell them with softened
heart that hc goes to God for supplies of
wisdom and grace, and that the Lord will
give liberally to all who ask Him for
wisdom. He will discern and lay bare the

peril thcre is in looking to human agents
instead of to God, and will encourage
them to do as Jesus has instructed His
children to to God for knowl-
edge, wisdom, powerJ and grace....

"The education that should be given
to alI is that they should exercisc faith,
that they should go to God in carncst
prayer, and learn to think for them-
selves. To meet difficulties and plOW
through them by the help of God is a
lesson of the highest value," Review and
Herald, vol. 3, 175

Sin is rcbelIion against Christ's
authority. The great controversy began
in heaven over the question of who has
the right to rule. The Jewish leadcrs
questioned the legitimacy of Christ's
authority. "And when he was come into
the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came unto him as he
was teaching, and said, By what author-
ity doest thou these things? and who
gave thee this authority?" Matthew
21:23. They rcfused His claimed author-
ity over them, Thcy chose Caesar, a
mere man, rather than Christ. "But they
cried out, Away with him, away with
him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them,
Shall I crucify your King? The chief
priests answered, We have no king but
Caesar." John 19:15

Their repeated and continued rejec-
tion of Christ's authority through His
prophets led them to reject the Source of
that authority. The final test to come
upon the world will be whcthcr to accept
the authority of Christ regarding the
sanctity of Saturday against the author-
ity of man promoting Sunday sacred-
ness. Satan wiu have his greatest success
by leading man to question thc authority
of Christ as revealed in the Scriptures.
"In rejecting the truth, men reject its
Author. In trampling upon the law of
God, they deny the authority of the
Lawgiver." The Great Controversy, 583

Satan has a similar but dislinct de-
ception for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. "The very last deception of
Satan will be to make of none effect thc
testimony of the Spirit of God. 'Where
there is no vision, the people perish.'
Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work in-
geniously, in different ways and through
different agencies, to unsettlc thc confi-
dence of God's remnant people in the
true testimony," "There will be a hatred
kindled against the testimonies which is
satanic. The workings of Satan will be to
unsettle the faith of the churches in
them, for this reason: Satan cannot have



We much prefer our own robe of righteousness
to that obedience-requiring robe of Christ's
righteousness. We prefer the taste of fresh
spicy doctrinal bread over the long-accustomed
taste of historical Adventism

so clear a track to bring in his deceptions
and bind up souls in his delusions if tbe
warnings and reproofs and counsels of
the Spirit of God are heeded." Selected
Messages, book 1, 48. Satan is seeking
to derail the Seventh-day Adventist
Church by leading it to reject the author-
ity of Christ as revealed in the Spirit of
Prophecy.
The Bible writers made bold claims

of being spokesmen for God. The Spirit
of Prophecy makes the very same claims.
The writings of Ellen G. White are "the
testimonies of the Spirit of God," Manu-
script Releases, vol. 9, 330; "message
was given of God," Manuscript Release
721; "the Lord's messages of light,"
Review and Herald, vol. 2, 272; "mes-
sage of heaven," Pamphlet 155, 9; "the
reproofs and counsels of the Spirit of
God," Selected Messages, book 1, 48;
"words given me of God." Pamphlet 96,
76. We are told that those who slight the
Testimonies are slighting Christ. "While
at --, the Lord came to me in the night
season and spoke precious words of en-
couragement concerning my work, re-
peating the same message that had been
given me several times before. With
regard to those who have turned from the
light sent them, He said: 'In slighting and
rejecting the testimony that I have given
you to bear, it is not you, but Me, your
Lord, that they have slighted.' " Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 688. 10 refuse to listen to
Christ's delegated messenger is to be in
danger of committing the unpardonable
sin. "In rejecting Christ the Jewish people
committed the unpardonable sin; and by
refusing the invitation of mercy, we may
commit the same error. We offer insult to
the Prince of life, and put Him to shame
before the synagogue of Satan and before
the heavenly universe when we refuse to
listen to His delegated messengers, and
instead listen to the agents of Satan, who
would draw the soul away from Christ.
So long as one does this, he can find no
hope or pardon, and he will finally lose
all desire to be reconciled to God." The
Desire ofAges, 324-325. To neglect the
Spirit of Prophecy is to reject it. "It is not
alone those who openly reject the Tes-
timonies, or who cherish doubt concern-
ing them, that are on dangerous ground.
10 disregard light is to reject it." Thstimo-
nies, vol. 5, 680

Readers of the Spirit of Prophecy can
readily see that Satan is being very
successful in his goal to make Christ's
authority in the Testimonies of none ef-
fect. As we observe our own lifestyle

tendencies and those of other Laodiceans
who continue the organizational ap-
proved approachment to worldly life-
styles, we are aware of a great failure to
measure up to the Spirit of Prophecy
standards. As we note how the institu-
tions and depanments of the organization
are operated, we are aware that the or-
ganization committees and boards have
little by little permitted and/or directed
the Lord's work in pathways unspecified
by the Thstimonies of the Spirit of God.
Many of the counsels of Christ in the
Spirit of Prophecy are presently being
made of none effect among us as a
people.

Neglect or rejection of truth or light
leads to spiritual blindness. "Faith and
love are golden treasures, elements that
are greatly wanting among God's
people. I have been shown that un-
belief in the testimonies of warning,
encouragement, and reproof is shutting
away the light from God's people. Un-
belief is closing their eyes so that they
are ignorant of their true condition.
The True Witness thus describes their
blindness: 'And knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked.' II Ibid., vol. 3,
255

"Why has this blindness been upon
those to whom have been entrusted
grave responsibilities in connection with

our publishing houses? Why have they
walked like blind men? Because they
have disregarded the light that God has
given them; because they have heeded
neither the Scriptures nor the testimo-
nies ofwarning sent them. Have they put
out their eyes, that they can neither see
nor understand the warnings given in the
Scriptures in regard to false science?
Cannot they see the necessity of having
clear spiritual discernment, that they
may be able to choose the good and to
reject everything that has a tendency to
confuse the understanding?" Manuscript
Release 1273

As we have gradually strayed from
Christ's leadership in the Spirit of
Prophecy our spiritual discernment as a
people has weakened. Our lifestyles and
institutions havc been drifting from
Christ's directives since the days of
Ellen White, but as a people we have
been united until recently on the spir-
itual doctrines of historic Adventism. In
the last few decades, however, there has
been a definite entrance of divisive
beliefs affecting the basic pillars of our
spiritual inheritance. The tragedy is that
the majority of our watchmen are acting
as watchdogs too blind, deaf, and dumb
to sound an alarm.

"I hope all such ones may see and
confess and forsake their sins and be
converted. Great blindness has come
upon minds through the neglect to
believe, and follow the light God has
given in the 1Cstimonies.n Pamphlet
155,6

"But if thine eye be evil, thy whole
body shall be full ofdarkness. If therefore
the light that is in thee be darkness, how
great is that darkness!" Matthew 6:23

We call ourselves Christians-fol-
lowers of Christ. We profess to be repre-
sentatives and servants of Christ, but we
want to follow our own wants and will.
We want to eat to satisfy our own tastes.
We want to dress and adorn ourselves in
ways to please the natural heart.

In the operation of our health and
educational institutions we seem more
concerned that they meet the approval of
the world than the directions of Christ.
We say that we are "doing" and/or "fin-
ishing the Lord's work." But we are
doing it according to our own plans and
wisdom rather than Christ's. We want to
decide what is the "right" way to do His
work. In our ways of living and working
"for" Christ we much prefer to deter-
mine ourselves what is right-doing or
righteous. We much prefer our own robe
of righteousness to that obedience-
requiring robe of Christ's righteousness.
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We prefer the taste of fresh spicy doctri-
nal bread over the long-accustomed taste
of historical Adventism.

"And in that day seven women shall
take hold of one man, saying, We will eat
our own bread, and wear our own ap·
parel: only let us be called by thy name,
to take away our reproach." Isaiah 4:1
"If all of those who come together

for meetings of edification and prayer
could be regarded as true worshipers,
then might we hope, though much would
still remain to be done for us. But it is in
vain to deceive ourselves. Things are far
from being what the appearance would
indicate. From a distant view much may
appear beautiful which, upon close ex-
amination, will be found full of deform-
ities. The prevailing spirit of our time is
that of infidelity and apostasy-a spirit
of pretended illumination because of a
knowledge of the truth, but in reality of
the blindest presumption. There is a
spirit of opposition to the plain word of
God and to the testimony of His Spirit.
There is a spirit of idolatrous exaltation
of mere human reason above the re-
vealed wisdom of God.

"There are men among us in re-
sponsible positions who hold that the
opinions of a few conceited philoso-
phers, so called, are more to be trusted
than the truth of the Bible, or the tes-
timonies of the Holy Spirit. Such a faith
as that of Paul, Peter, or John is con-
sidered old-fashioned and insufferable at
the present day. It is pronounced abswd,
mystieal, and unworthy of an intelligent
mind.

"God has shown me that these men
are Hazaels to prove a scourge to our
people. They are wise above what is
written." Testimonies, vol. 5, 79
1b the same degree that Satan has had

success in making of none effect the
testimonies of the Spirit of God he has
been able to usurp Christ's authority in
the remnant church. "Cain and Abel both
offered sacrifice to God. Abel's offering
was accepted beea, se he complied with
God's requirements. Cain's was rejected
beeause he followed his own human
inventions." The Kress Colleclion, 147-
148. Our day is no different from the days
of Cain and Abel. Our religious en-
deavors appear very laudable and praise-
worthy, but the measure of righteousness
always has been whether or not there has
been obedience or disobedience to the
instructions given. The Jewish nation
rejected the direct authority of Jesus
Christ. The world also will reject His
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authority as manifested in the Bible. To
the degree that Satan is succeeding in
leading us to live and work contrary to
Christ's authority in the Spirit of Proph-
ecy he is making us say that "we will not
have this Man to rule over us."
"Those who claim to be children of

God, arc, in their ignorance, working
against Him, rebelling against His prov-
idence, opposing His plans, and refusing
to do the work that He has placed upon
them. Instead of doing their duty, they
strive to bring everything into harmony
with their own narrow views. Instead of
bringing their will into SUbjection to
God, that His purpose may be accom-
plished, they choose their own re-
bellious ways, and will not yield to His
guidance." The EI/ell G. White 1888
Marerials, 416-417

Whenever as indIviduals or a cor-
porate body we follow the words, direc-
tives or examples of other individuals or
groups that are contrary to the Bible, the
Spirit of Prophecy, or the natural laws of
OUI beings, we are choosing mere man
as our ruler rather than Christ. Too often
we look to man rather than to God. We
too readily permit man to step between
us and our Leader Christ Jesus.

"There is danger that men will re-
ceive the counsel of men, when by so
doing they will discard the counsel of
God." Ibid., 1413

"I am bidden to say to conference
presidents: Do not interpose yourselves
between God and His servants. Break
every yoke, and let the oppressed go
free. Do not take upon yourselves the
responsibility of permitting or forbid-
ding. This is not a time to turn from the
living and true God to be taught of men.
You who feel that you are empowered to
tell God's messengers where and how
they shall labor, take back your forbid-
dings. You know not but Satan is using
your controlling power to cut off the
light from some soul to whom God
would have it come." Manuscript Re-
lease 714, 39

We are to unite ourselves inseparably
with Christ's authority. We are not to
permit ourselves or ow people to accept
the generalship of men or women who
are not living or working in harmony
with the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.

"God's voice is to be heard; His
wisdom is to guide us. We must not be
broken up by any human wisdom or
devising. God has outlined His plan in
His Word, and in the Thstimonies He has
sent to His people. Man's authority bears

the signatwe of man. We are not to
permit the rank and file of our people to
come under the generalship of the weak,
mixed-up sentiments of man. God's
authority is to stand supreme in its moral
dignity and power. And I must call upon
the people of God to recognize His
authority, an authority which bears the
evidence of its divine origin, and which is
commendable and acceptable in the sight
of His children on the earth and in the
whole heavenly universe. Every soul is
ealled upon to connect himself insepa-
rably with God's authority." BattleCreek
Letters, 74

"And unto the angel of the church of
the Laodiceans write; These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God; 1
know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I
am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked." Revela-
tion 3: 14-17

Praise the Lord that His message to
Laodicea does not end with verse 17. "I
counsel thee to buy ofme gold tried in the
rue, that thou mayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see. As many as I
love, 1 rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me. 1b him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne." Revelation
3:18-21

Yes, there is hope for our resisting
Christ's rulership over us. But our only
hope is in first recognizing our state of
rebellion and insubordination. Once we
recognize OUI lost condition, we must
then open the door of our individual and
corporate lives and let Christ truly be
Lord ofour life and labor.

Yes, there is a balm in Gilead, but it
is available only to those who are willing
to give whole-souled obedience to every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God. 0



The Final
Generation
Is It

Different?
A LMOST a quarter of a century ago
.f""\J attended a series of meetings,
held in Sydney, conducted by Robert
Brinsmead. In these meetings he at-
tempted to detail his theological posi-
tion. Among the many topics discussed
was the issue of the final generation. It
became clear that Brinsmead believed
that the final translated generation was
significantly different from the other
generations of saints throughout the his-
tory of the world. He spoke much of
unconscious sin. There were some who,
probably not inappropriately, wondered
whether he was trying to incorporate
Freudian psychology into his theologi-
cal thesis.

Very simply, Brinsmead seemed to be
saying that, at the final atonement, un-
conscious sins still remaining in the
saints were blotted out. This concept was
troublesome to many of us there. In fact,
except for his most ardent supporters,
probably few were willing to accept it.
However, it soon became plain that those
who were rejecting Brinsmead's thesis
were certainly not united in their reasons.

The week following the completion
of Brinsmead's series, the Greater Syd-
ney Conference arranged a meeting at the
Strathfield Seventh-day Adventist High
School in Sydney, open to all who were
interested to hear why Brinsmead's con-
cepts were unacceptable. Two senior pas-
tors, one my unCle-in-law, Pastor Frank
Basham, were invited to explain the er-
rors in Brinsmead's theology. Sadly, the
meeting only complicated the situation.
Pastor Basham made a strong defense in
which he stated that we do not have to
wait until the final atonement to gain

victory over sin in the life; this ex-
perience must be completed before the
final atonement. His Bible-based state-
ment was "We can have victory now."
But great confusion took place when the
other minister, while agreeing that Brins-
mead was wrong, gave an entirely differ-
ent and unbiblical basis for his disbelief.
His statement was simply "Wewill not be
perfect until Jesus comes."

There in the lalter part of the 19605,
though we did not understand it then,
was the battleground that has split the
Seventh-day Adventist Church wide
open. This wound has not been healed,
and indeed with every passing year
seems to deepen.

I have to stand firmly on the basis of
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy with
my uncle-in-law, Pastor Frank Basham.
"The remnant of Israel shall not do
iniquity." Zephaniah 3:13. "Not every-
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall

enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will ofmy Father which is
in heaven." Matthew 7:21. uIf we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9.
"Casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ." 2 Corinthians 10:5. "Having
therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God." 2 Corinthians 7:l.
"But if, while we seek to be justified by
Christ, we ourselves also are found sin-
ners, is therefore Christ the minister ofsin?
God forbid. For if I build again the things
which I destroyed, I make myself a trans-

Co/in SUlJIdish is president ofHartland Insti-
tute in Rapidan, Virginia.
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The righteous will not cease their earnest
agonizing cries for deliverance. They cannot
bring to mind any particular sins, but in their
whole life they can see but little good

gressor." Galatians 2:17-18. "Awake to
righteousness and sin not." 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:34. "The Lord shall deliver me
from every evil work." 2 Timothy 4:18

Never once does the Bible infer that
we will be saved in our sins. Now is the
time for God's people to allow Him His
perfect work of righteousness in our lives.

However, since those distant years
the issues have not been resolved in the
minds of many believers. So many have
failed to surrender to the fullness of
Christ in their life that sin is a continual
curse to them. Such find the sin-and-Iive
theology attractive, and with false as-
surance are marching to eternal destruc-
tion with the tragic belief that they are
heavenward bound.

But the question remains, What of
this final generation which is spoken of in
the words of Scripture? The apostle John
describes them thus, "These are they
which were not defiled with women; for
they are virgins. These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.
These were redeemed from among men,
being the firstfruits unto God and the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no
guile: for they are without fault before the
throne ofGod." Revelation 14:4--5

Some have taken these verses to
mean that there is a different standard
for the salvation of the final generation
from the standard of those who have
been redeemed throughout the history of
the world. This concept is unacceptable
to me for a number of reasons.

1. It smacks of dispensationalism, a
concept that certainly comes from John
Darby, of the Plymouth Brethren, and
put forward by Cyrus Scofield, of Sco-
field Bible fame, which held that God
saves people in different ways in differ-
ent ages. Surely no true-hearted Seventh-
day Adventist can believe this heresy.

2. The greatest reason why I cannot
accept this concept is the authority of
inspiration.

"From Genesis to Revelation the
conditions upon which eternal life is
promised, are made plain.... Keep my
commandments and live, is the require-
ment of Goct." Review and Herald, vol.
4,331

"Obedience was the only condition
upon which ancient Israel was to receive
the fulfillment of the promises which
made them the highly favored people of
God; and obedience to that law will
bring as great blessings to individuals
and nations now as it would have
brought to the Hebrews.
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"Obedience to the law is essential,
not only to our salvation, but to our own
happiness and the happiness of all with
whom we are connected." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 218

"The condition of eternallife is now
just what it has always been-just what
it was in Paradise before the fall of our
first parents-perfect obedience to the
law of God, perfect righteousness. If
eternal life were granted on any condi-
tion short of this, then the happiness of
the whole universe would be imperiled."
Steps 10 Christ, 62

It is clear then, that God has always
saved only obedient human beings.

There are some others who seem to
believe that the mind is compartmental-
ized and that "room" by "room" we have
to expunge the evil from our mind. This
belief has proved very frustrating and
uncertain for many otherwise true-
hearted believers. They never know how
many compartments there are in the
mind and how much more unconscious
sin they have. This uncertainty has led
some to accept at least a modification of
Brinsmead's concept that, at the blotting
out of sins in the final atonement, these
last compartments, yet undiscovered, are
miraculously cleansed by God. How-
ever, there is no clear statement of in·
spiration that would support such a the-
sis.

A statement that has intrigued many
and challenged others does call for a
special work of cleansing during the
antitypical day of atonement. "Those
who are living upon the earth when the
intercession of Christ shall cease in the
sanctuary above, are to stand in the
sight of a·holy God without a mediator.
Their robes must be spotless, their char-
acters must be purified from sin by the
blood of sprinkling. Through the grace
of God and their own diligent effort
they must be conquerors in the battle
with evil. While the investigative judg-
ment is going forward in heaven, while

the sins of penitent believers are being
removed from the sanctuary, there is to
be a special work of purification, of
putting away of sin, among God's
people upon earth." The Great Con-
troversy, 425

Some have concluded that this end-
time people is special because no other
generation has been asked to purify
themselves fully. But that cannot be
valid in the light of the testimony of
Ellen White that the conditions of salva-
tion are the same today as they have
always been - perfect obedience to the
will of God.

We now must look at what really
takes places in the blotting out of sin.
This issue becomes clear in the three
plain statements that Ellen White has
made on this topic. Of the saints living
between the time of the close of proba-
tion and the return of Jesus, Ellen White
writes, "But while they have a deep
sense of their unworthiness, they have
no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their
sins have gone beforehand to judgment
and have been blotted out; and they
cannot bring them to remembrance."
Ibid., 620

Ellen White also compares this blot-
ting out with the type in the wilderness.
'lAs in the final atonement the sins of the
truly penitent are to be blotted from the
records of heaven, no more to be re·

membered or come into mind, so in the
type they were borne away into the
wilderness, forever separated from the
congregation." Patriarchs andProphets,
358

Finally we have this beautiful state-
ment. "The righteous will not cease
their earnest agonizing cries for deliver-
ance. They cannot bring to mind any
particular sins, but in their whole life
they can see but little gOOd. Their sins
have gone beforehand to judgment, and
pardon had been written. Their sins had
been borne away into the land of forget-
fulness, and they could not bring them



It is essential that the final generation know,
accept, and live all the truth that God has
presented to mankind

to remembrance." Spiriwal Gifts, vol.
3,135

These three statements clarify that in
the blolling out of sin two things have
taken place. The records of the sin of the
righteous have been expunged from the
records of heaven. Not only have they
been expunged from the records of
heaven, but they have also been expunged
from the memory of God's saints, never
again to be remembered in the eons of
etemity. What a wonderful God we have!

It is important not to separate what
takes place in heaven from what takes
place in the human heart. Tho often there
has been a tendency in recent years, no
doubt influenced by the so-called objec-
tive gospel, to think of the acts of God in
the heavenly sanctuary as quite separate
from what is taking place in the life of
God's saints. Indeed, what takes place in
the heavenly sanctuary is but an ac-
knowledgment of what has taken place
in the lives of God's people. Their justi-
fication and sanctification have been
written in the records of heaven because
they have accepted Christ's pardon, and
in His blood-bought power have gained
victory over every temptation of Satan.
Now God eradicates from the records of
eternity what He eradicates from the
minds of the believers, their record of
past sin.

Ofcourse it is logical to accept that the
sleeping saints will also be resurrected
without their record of sin, so that there
will be no anguish throughout eternity
over the deeds that were performed before
the converting and saving power of Christ
came into the life. Never will God remind
us of our past disloyalty and wickedness.

Then we might ask, Is there no differ-
ence between the final generation and
other generations of saints that have lived
during the previous history of the world?
I believe the answer to this is Yes, there is
a difference, a significant difference. As
the loud cry goes forth under the power
of the laller rain, every human being
upon the face of the earth will have an
authentic representation of God, His
righteousness, and His truth. Those who
accept will come into the full light that
God has deemed necessary to share with
the fallen human race. For the first and
only time in the history of this world all
those who are saved will have this light.
There will be no Sabbathbreakers among
the final generation. There will be no
image worshipers among the final
generation of saints. There wilt be no
USers of alcohol among the final genera-

tion of saints. All will have received the
testimony of the full message ofGod, and
all will have accepted that message, and
through the power of Christ, lived it. This
fact is not true in previous generations.
Certainly we know, great though he was,
Martin Luther was a Sabbathbreaker and
a consumer of alcohol. Yet there is every
evidence in the writings of Ellen White
that he will be saved in the kingdom of
heaven. How can this be?

Of the final atonement and the blot-
ting out of sins, Ellen White has this to
say, "This atonement is made for the
righteous dead as well as for the right-
eous living. It includes all who died
trusting in Christ, but who, not having
received the light upon God's com-

mandments had sinned ignorantly in
transgressing its precepts." Early Writ-
ings, 254

This statement opens up a wonderful
window of understanding. Though ig-
norant sins are not accounted against the
truly converted, yet atonement must be
made for them. Just as in the types in the
earthly sanctuary there was atonement
for sins of ignorance, so in the heavenly
sanctuary, Jesus ministets His blood for
the sins of those who did not have the
full light shining upon the final genera-
tion. This light sets the final generation
apart, not in its commitment to Christ,
not in its full conversion, not in its
loving obedience, but in its knowledge
of the full truth that God has placed
before fallen mankind.

For example, in the past, myriads of
faithful, dedicated, God-fearing, men
and women have never kept one Sab-
bath day nor confessed their Sabbath-
breaking. Jesus makes atonement for
these sins of ignorance. The last genera-
tion, however, is different. Sabbath-
breaking would be an immediate sign
that such a one was not part of the
fellowship of saints, for all will have
been confronted with the certainty of
the Sabbath truth.

One might be tempted to ask, "Why is
it that the final generation must all be
Sabbathkeepers and keepers of all the
commandments of God?" The answer is
apparent. Though our sins of ignorance
are not accounted against us, there must
be atonement for them. When Jesus
leaves the Holy of Holies, takes off His
high-priestly robe, never again in the eons
of eternity to wear it, there is no more
atonement for sin, known or unknown.
Thus in His great love, God empowers
His faithful servants to take the full mes-
sage of light and salvation to every human
being on the face of the earth so that all
might stand, not only perfect in Christ, but
perfect in following all the command-
ments ofGod. Only then can Christ safely

leave the Most Holy Place without further
need of the ministration of His blood for
sins known or unknown.

What then are the unique charac-
teristics of the final generation?

1) This generation of saints are in
one fold. See John 10:14, 16

2) This generation have heard and
accepted all the truth God has sharedwith
fallen humanity. Thus all keep all the
commandments of God through the faith
of Jesus. See Revelation 12:17; 14:12

3) This generation must live without
a Mediator after probation closes. See
Revelation 15 :8; 22: 11

4) This generation will endure a time
of trouble unprecedented in the history
of the world. See Daniel 12:1; Matthew
24:21

5) This generation will not include
any saint who would not be able to stand
through the time of trouble because of
physical infirmity. Thanks to a merciful
God, they will be laid to rest. See COll/l-
sels on Healtlt, 375

It is essential that the final gcnera-
tion know, accept, and live all the truth
that God has presented to mankind.
Thus, the final generation will have one
pulsation of harmony, unknown until the
end-time, among God's saints. 0
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and joy to the spirit. The Bible presents a
perfect standard of character; it is an
infallible guide under all circumstances,
even to the end of the journey of life.

After the ftrst acquaintance with the
Bible, the interest of the earnest seeker
grows rapidly. The discipline gained by
a regular study of the Word of God
enables him to see a freshness and
beauty in truth that he never before
discerned. Reference to texts, when
speaking, becomes natural and easy to a
Bible student.

The mine of truth is never exhausted.
Thousands of gems lie hidden from the
surface-seeker. The more you search
with humble heart, the greater will be
your interest, and the more you will feel
like exclainting with Paul, "0 the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable
are his judgments, and his ways past
ftnding out!" Romans 11:33
Above everything else, it is essential

for the teacher of the Word of God to
seek most earnestly to possess himself of
the internal evidence of the Scriptures.
He who would be blessed with this
evidence must search the Scriptures for
himself. As he learns the lessons given
by Christ, and compares scripture with
scripture, to see whether he himself
bears its credentials, he will obtain a
knowledge of God's Word, and the truth
will write itself on his soul.

The truth is the truth. It is not to be
wrapped up in beautiful adomings; that
the outside appearance may be admired.
The teacher is to make the truth clear
and forcible to the understanding and to
the conscience. The word is a two-edged
sword that cuts both ways. It does not
tread as with soft, slippered feet.

There are many cases where men
who have defended Christianity against
skeptics have afterward lost their own
souls in the mazes of skepticism. They
caught the malaria, and died spiritually.
They had strong arguments for the truth,
and much outside evidence, but they did
not have an abiding faith in Christ. Oh,
there are thousands upon thousands of
professed Christians who never study
the Bible! Study the sacredWord prayer-
fulJy, for your own soul's benefit. When
you hear the word of the living preacher,

The Importance of
Bible Study

SEARCH the Scriptures"; Christ said;
"for in them ye think ye have eternal

life: and they are they which testify of
me." John 5:39. The Christian should be
diligent in studying the Scriptures; he
should read over and over again its
precious truths. Wilful ignorance of the
Word endangers Christian life and char-
acter. It is this that blinds the under-
standing and brings confusion into our
lives

We need to have systematic knowl-
edge of the principles of revealed truth.
By Bible study and daily communion
with Jesus, we shall gain clear, well-
defined views of individual responsi-

bility, and strength to stand in the day
of trial and temptation. He whose life
is united to Christ by hidden links will
be kept by the power of God, and he
will not be carried about by every wind
of doctrine.

We all need a guide through the
many strait places in life, as much as the
sailor needs a pilot over the sandy bar or
up the rocky river; and where is this
guide to be found? We point the reader
to the Bible. Inspired of God, written by
holy men, it points out with great clear-
ness and precision the duties of both old
and young. It elevates the mind, and
softens the heart, and imparts gladness-------l!1 1-------
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Bulletin Board

Bulk Mail Request Form
Please send (check one)
o Truth For Today #2 (a summary o( the Great Controversy theme)

o Health For Today
To City ZipCode _
Post Office Phone Number __=-- _

Suggested
Donation:
20¢ per
address

Life Abundant Missionary Institute
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East
Eatonville, WA 98328

(206) 832-6602

MiniStry of Healing Seminar: If
you cannot take four months away from
family or work, please note our one-
week seminar scheduled for November
6-12. This seminar includes (1) hands-
on training in how to use fomentations,
fever baths, contrast baths, heating com-
presses, charcoal poultices, massage,
diet, and herbs for the treatment of dis-
ease; (2) lectures on the major themes of
The Ministry of Healing, New Age
health practices, health evangelism, and
other timely subjects; and (3) a special
Sabbath program. Room and board (if
needed) is $40; tuition is $85. Preregis-
tration is required. For more information
call or write:

Truth For Today Bulk Mailings
500,000 copies of the newsprint edition
of Truth For Today, Number 2, have
been printed, and now we are ordering
our first printing of the newsprint edition
ofHealth For Today (TFT #3). You may
use the form below if you wish to spon-
sor a bulk mailing of either magazine to
all residents served by a particular Zip-
Code. The suggested donation is per
magazine per address.

HCR (# )
HCR (# )
HCR (# )
City Rt. 1 _
City Rt. 2 _
City Rt. 3 _

My Name &: Address:

(Please fill in the number of addresses in each category below.)
PO Boxes _
RR 1 _
RR 2 _
RR3 _
RR 4 _
RR 5 _
RR 6 _

I am enclosing a donation of:

Life Abundant Missionary Inst.
The Home Health Instructor Pro-

gram: Our next four-month gospel
medical-missionary program will be
January l>-April 29, 1992. It offers a
brief, yet comprehensive, training in lit-
erature evangelism, Bible work, and
health ministry. We are told that these
three should never be separated and that
all of God's people are to have a part in
them. That includes each one of us. Are
you ready?

Learn how to do litcrature evan-
gelism, give Bible stUdies, and lead a
soul to Christ. Learn the causes and
treatment of disease and how to care for
the sick using the natural remedies based
on the eight laws of health, such as
hydrotherapy, massage, and nutrition.
Learn the principles of successful, soul-
winning, health evangelism programs
and cooking schools.
If you recognize the Lord's call to

this kind of training and ministry, this
program is designed for you. Start plan-
ning now to attend our session this
winter.

For more information, call or write
us at the address below. But do so soon.
Time is running oUl, and there is stilI
much to be done.

Camp Meetings
Hot Springs, AR-Steps to Life is

the sponsor of a camp meeting October
9-13. For more information, call (316)
788-5559.

The Southern Watchman, September 12,
1905

if he has a living connection with God,
you will find that the Spirit and the Word
agree.

The Old and New Testaments are
linked together by the golden clasp of
God. We need to become familiar with
the Old Thstament Scriptures. The un-
changeableness of God should be clearly
seen; the similarity of His dealings with
His people of the past dispensation and
of the present, should be studied. Under
the inspiration of the Spirit of God,
Solomon wrote, "That which hath been
is now; and that which is to be hath
already been; and God requireth that
which is past." Ecclesiastes 3:15. In
mercy God repeats His past dealings. He
has given us a record of His dealings in
the past. This we need to study carefully;
for history is repeating itself. We are
more accountable than were those
whose experience is recorded in the Old
Thstament; for their mistakes, and the
results of those mistakes, have been
chronicled for our benefit. The danger
signal has been lifted to keep us off
forbidden ground, and we should be
warned not to do as they did, lest a worse
punishment come upon us. The bless-
ings given to those of past generations
who obeyed God are recorded that we
may be encouraged to walk circum-
spectly, in faith and obedience. The
judgments brought against wrongdoers
are delineated that we may fear and
tremble before God. This scripture bio-
graphy is a great blessing. This precious
instruction, the experience of ages, is
bequeathed to us.

It is time well employed to search the
Scriptures; "for in them ye think ye have
eternal life." And Jesus declares: "They
are they which testify of me." By the
work of the Holy Spirit the truth is
riveted in the mind and printed in the
heart of the diligent, God-fearing stu-
dent. And not only is he blessed by this
kind of labor; the souls to whom he
communicates truth, and for whom he
must one day give an account, are also
greatly blessed. Those who make God
their Counselor reap the most precious
harvest as they gather the golden grains
of truth from HisWord; for the heavenly
Instructor is close by their side. He who
obtains his qualification for the ministry
in this way will be entitled to the bless-
ing promised to him who turns many to
righteousness. 0
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God's response was to make Miriam, a true
prophet of God, a leper as white as snow,
because she compared herself with someone
who was more than a prophet

Fanaticism
Continued [rom 7

Miriam andAaron, who becamejealous of
someone who was greater than a prophet:
"Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against
Moses," (Numbers 12:1) and they used his
wife as a pretext. However, notice the real
reason in verse two: "And they said, Has
the Lord indeed spoken only through
Moses? Has He not spoken through us
also?" They wanted to compare themselves
to Moses. "Moses, listen. Yes, God has a
message through YOU; but he has amessage
through us, too.Do not stand alone from us.
We are prophets, too. God has spoken
through us." The Bible COnflllIlS that Mir-

iam was a prophet, and I think Aaronwas a
prophet, too. And they said: "God has
spoken through us, so why aren't we your
equal?"

And the Lord heard, and He called
Moses, Miriam andAaron toHim and said:
"Hear now My words: If there is a prophet
among you, I, the Lord, make Myself
known to him in a vision, and I speak to him
in a dream. Not so with My servant Moses;
he is faithful in all My house. I speak with
him face to face, even plainly, and not in
dark sayings; and he sees the form of the
Lord. Why then were you not afraid to
speak against My servant Moses?" Num-
belS 12:6-8. Here was someone who God
said is greater than a prophet. "Moses has a
gift greater than you do, Miriam, and
greater than you do, Aaron."

Here we have two genuine prophets,
not false prophets, but genuine actual
prophets. They were jealous of someone
who was more than a prophet, and they
were comparing themselves to someone
who was more than a prophet. What was
God's response? "The anger of the Lord
was aroused against them, and He de-
parted. And when the cloud departed from
above the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam
became leprous, as white as snow." Num-
bers 12:9-10. God's response was to make
Miriam, a true prophet of God, a leper as
white as snow, because she compared

herseli with someonewho was more than a
prophet. Is not that interesting?

Now, in the last days, while it is
prophesied that we will have many people
who will have dreams and visions, we
have in Malachi 4:5 a prophecy that the
Lord will send someone who is more than
a prophet, someone like Elijah, as was
John the Baptist. We know that Elijah
represents someone who is more than a
prophet. In Matthew 17:12, Jesus said that
John the Baptist was the Elijah who was
to come. He was the Elijah, and he was
also greater than a prophet.

Malachi 4:5 says: "Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet before the

coming of the great and dreadful day of
the Lord." The great and dreadful day of
the Lord is the second coming of Christ.
So before the second coming of Christ
there is to come Elijah the prophet, "and
he will turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the hearts of the chil-
dren to their fathers, lest I come and
strike the earth with a curse." Malachi
4:6. In SelectedMessages, book 1, pages
32-36, Ellen White says: "Why have I
not claimed to be a prophet?-Because
in these days many who boldly claim
that they are prophets are a reproach to
the cause of Christ; and because my
work includes much more than the word
'prophet' signifies." Not morc, she says:
"much more than the word 'prophet'
signifies." There is only one gift that is
greater than that ofa prophet. And thaI is
the gift that John the Baptist had, the gift
of apostleship, which Moses also had.

Was Moses a greater prophet than John
the Baptist? He could not be, for Jesus said
that no one was greater. Jesus did not say
that John the Baptist was greater than
anyone else; He said that no one was
greater. He had the greatest gift. Moses had
the greatest gift. Neither one was greater
than the other. Ellen White had the greatest
gift. In Selected Messages, book 1, pages
31-39, Ellen White says that her gift was
much greater than that of being a prophet.

In Ihe early days of our church, God
gave many people dreams and visions, in
fulfillment of Joel 2:28-29.... I believe
that when the church is purified we will
see that happen again. We are not going to
see people coming out and saying:
"Listen, I am another Ellen White, I am
another Elijah. I am another messenger
with a message for the whole church."
The Bible does not say: "I will send you
Elijahs." What does it say? Elijah. But
many people will receive dreams and
visions.

When I pastored in Pennsylvania, my
next-door neighbor was aCOlporteur leader,
a man of God. I do not think a week went
by when hewas not out going to visit some
colporteur to help him. On the way, he
would have a strong impression. Tum in
here, or tum in there. He would stop, and
there was someonewho said: "Wedreamed
about you last night, and here you are at our
door." Every place was a special call of
God. He would come to share these ex-
periences. We spent many evenings to-
gether. Do you think that the Lord loves
someone enough to direct him today? Do
you think the time could come when the
Lord might direct US and say: "Here is a
town where you need to hold meetings.
These people are receptive, I have been
preparing them." Or, "Here is a family."
Not a message for the whole church, but a
message to help us finish the work SO that
Jesus can come....

Our Safeguard

Dear friends, I will, by nature, reject
ninety-nine percent of the fanaticism that
comes, but there is something just for me.
And I want to tell you that there is
somelhing just for you, and the only way
that we are going to be able to survive the
fanatical elements that come to counter-
feit the true revivals is, as Ellen White
says, by being a student of the Word.
"None but those who have fortified the
mind with the truths of the Bible will
stand through the last great conflict." The
Great Controversy, 593-594. Ellen White
says in Gospel Workers, 170, that when
the true revival comes, it will be called
fanatical. So here we have genuine fanat-
icism, and the true revival is called fanat-
icism. That is really confusing, isn't it?
Nevertheless, in the final work, we are
going to face every phase and species of
fanaticism, and some of it is going to be so
subtle at the beginning that there will be
no other way to differentiate between the
truth and the error except by having our
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"There are few means more effective for fixing His words in the
memory than repeating them in song." Education, 167

ScriptureSongs

Scripture Songs II

In Canada and Over-
seas, send Cdn$1 0 per tape,
to Valliant Recordings, Box
496, Warburg, Alberta,
Canada TOl 2TO. Make
cheques payable to Ron
Vaillant. Overseas orders
add 20% for shipping.

My brother Marshall, and his wife Lillian, played very important roles in the
relatively young and rapidly growing ministry of Steps to Life, which includes a weekly
television program, Bible correspondence schools, a Bible worker training school, and
a distribution center for Christian literature. Since Marshall and Lillian's recent death
many people are asking the question, "Will the ministry of Steps to Life continue?" My
response to that question is: Just as God ordained the beginning of Steps to Life and has
performed miracles to establish it, so also will He bring us through this time of loss
more powerful and stronger than ever before. But we need your help in two areas:

1. We solicit your prayers.
2. At the Hope International camp meetings in both Calistoga, CA, and Eatonville,

WA, many people requested certain tapes, booklets, or other material from Marshall and
me. These requests, along with any checks written to Steps to Life, were burned with
Marshall and Lillian when the plane accident occurred. If you requested material at one
of these camp meetings we want to send it to you, but we must ask you to write or call
us and request it again.

To anyone reading this magazine we wish to offer the last booklet Marshall wrote,
Somebody Cares, along with our monthly Newsllotes and memory-gem cards, just for
writing or calling us.

**SpecialNotice**
From John J. Grosboll, Director of Steps to Life Ministries

In the U.S.: These tapes
are available from Hope In-
ternational (Eatonville, WA)
at US$9 ea. plus 15% ship-
ping.

Introducing:

» Scripture Songs I: Twenty-eight Bible promises which each family member
can enjoy. The simple arrangements of voice and guitar give emphasis to
the Bibie passages sung.

» Scripture Songs II: Much iike Scripture Songs I, this recording has many
Bible promises which give encouragement and hope throughout the day
and in the time of trial.

eyes anointed with the Holy Spirit and the
study of God's Word.

I hope that everyone of you is spend-
ing that hour, at least an hour a day with
the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. I
would like to encourage you to make that
commitment. ... If I am going to go
through to the end, I have to be rooted and
grounded in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy. There is no other way. I simply
set a stopwatch, because I have found that,
if I do not do it, I think that I have put an
hour in when it has been only fifteen or
twenty minutes. I say, I am going to get
this time in. This is my most important
time. If I do not eat, that is one thing. If I
lose a little sleep or I miss a few telephone
calls, that is one thing; but I am going to
get my time in with the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy.

Remember, there is more than one
way to study the Bible. The Pharisees
studied the Bible, the Sadducees studied
the Bible, and the fanatics are all study-
ing the Bible. There is a way to study
and a way not to study. "Many, many
will be lost because they have not
studied their Bibles upon their knees."
The Ellen G. White 1888Materials, 197

I have learned that we must come to
the Lord with a broken and humble heart.
We must say: "Lord, I am not here to
teach you; but I am here to be taught. I am
not here to learn something new. I am
here to be converted. I am here because I
am a sinner in need of salvation. I am not
here to learn something new and strange,
and to be able to give my doctrine to the
world or to write a book. I am not here
even to teach the gospel to someone else.
I am here because I need to be converted
today. I need to be changed in heart and
life and character. Lord, show me your
Word, which should not make me proud;
but which will show me my deep need of
a Saviour. I am here to fall at the foot of
the cross and to be broken."

There is no other way to study the
Word. We are not to study the Word in
order to prove the Sabbath to someone,
or to prove this or that. There is a place
for that; but my hour a day is not to
prove the Sabbath or to prove anything
else. I need my hour a day with the Word
because I need to be converted today,
and it is only by spending time with the
Lord that it can happen. Make this com-
mitment today. Do not let this day go by
without spending that hour with the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. And do
it tomorrow also, and the next day, and
everyday until Jesus comes. 0
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Missing YourRightArm?
"The medical missionary work is to be to the work ofthe church as the right arm
to the body. The third angel goes forth proclaiming the commandments ofGod and
the faith ofJesus. The medical missionary work is the gospel in practice. All lines
of work are to be harmoniously blended in giving the invitation: 'Come; for all
things are now ready. ' "-Testimonies, vol. 8, 77

The Lord has richly blessed us as a people with a message which
offers health to the soul and the body. And today there is a rising
interest in healthful living.
Our latest edition of Truth For Today (#3), entitled Health For
Today, was designed to be a "right arm" evangelistic tool. It has
been compiled by our staff and written by some of Adventism's
leading health professionals.
People want to know why they should Change their lifestyle-what
the benefits are-and they need practical suggestions on where to
start. So we included eight ''Lifestyle Helps" along with plenty of
graphic illustrations showing the hows and whys of living by the
natural laws of health God has given.
And because a ''Positive Mental Attitude" is not the complete
answer to overcoming our bad habits, we uplift the Designer of the
human being as the true source of power and peace ofmind.

Now you can share this beautiful, full-color magazine with your
friends, neighbors, business associates, or church members.

The glnssy edition (especially designed for sharing on a one-to-one
basis) ofHealth For Todaymay be ordered for a suggested donation
of75¢ ea. for 1-5 copies; 50¢ ea. for 6-24 copies; or 38¢ ea. for 25
or more. Please add 15% ($1.50 minimum) for postage & handling.
You may also order a newsprint edition for $14.50Ihundred, plus
$3.00 handling per order. See the Bulletin Board inside for details
on bulk mailing options.

Ifyou have not already received a free sampleofHealth For Today, please write or call us today.
For points outside the United States, please contact your Hope International representative for prices.

Hope International
p.o. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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